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E D I T O R I A L S day by Rev. Charles E. Fuller is the result of com- fi 
bined prejudice and misinformation. “ 
° The writer has listened with pleasure and profit 
Neither Numbers Nor Union to these hour-long broadcasts, first in China and ani 
The Source Of Power during the past three years and more in this the 
country. The music is unusually good and the Bl 
Protestant circles are becoming more and more messages full of evangelistic warmth. Thousands off 
alarmed, and rightly so, at the increasing political of souls have been saved thru listening to these -< 
power and boldness of the Catholic Church. The broadcasts. | tha 
increasing deference shown by our Government to Because of criticism, which originated first in on 
the Pope is also reason for concern. In fact, we liberal theological circles, Dr. Fuller more than a 
are personally convinced that if the under-cover year ago issued a statement showing that this r 
intrigue of Catholic agencies in Washington was broadcast is sponsored by a non-profit organi- [J the 
fully known it would precipitate a national crisis. zation which keeps scrupulous account of all ore 
A recent writer in the “Christian Century” has monies received and that aside from necessary owl 
faced this fact and come up with a conclusion, salaries, no person derives any personal profit fing 
sound on the surface but actually not true, be- whatsoever from this work. a 
cause based on a false premise. He concludes that . 3 : , 
the Catholic Church is powerful because united per: 
while Protestantism is weak because of disunity. entitled the same status and consideration from 1 
The question really is, “United for what?” If - the government. To call this work a “racket” is fou 
Protestantism was united in its faith in the es- _ Utterly unfair. ; 7 
sential doctrines of Christiani we believe it . 
would bless the entire world a@ way not now We libe becau our 
‘ble many liberal] Church organizations are opposing the 
the uncompromising ministry of Dr. Fuller over 
On the other hand, if Protestants unite without the “Old F ashioned Revival Hour” and Dr. Walter tack 
this underlying common belief in the verities of Maier on the “Lutheran Hour, oun oe ge and 
the faith, the resulting power and influence will be heard each Sunday which unfailingly anc tans fy SSC 
not be a blessing to the nation or world. The lessly preach the Gospel. It behooves agg wie 
source of blessing is spiritual, the power of the to insist that their ministry shall — be ? de o em 
Holy Spirit dwelling in believers, not a temporal capped by the enemies of Christ, either LN ° and 
power from mere numbers. outside the church. 
| the 
consistently used minorities loyal to He } 
im. raham, Joseph, Moses, the two faithful ’ ’ into 
spies, Gideon and his three hundred, Daniel, elever Columbia Seminary Students “8 
unlearned but Spirit-filled men after Pentecost Vote Against Interseminary of g 
and Martin Luther, to mention a few, should ever M Was 
remind us that the power of the Church can never Movement mini 
come from numbers but from the Spirit of God Inter- fe Sis 
who dwells alone in the hearts of believers. After attending a local conference of oor BE prop 
aw B. seminary Movement held in Atlanta, Ga., and && sickr 
, amining into the position the movement holds the 
- student body of Columbia Theological Seminary It 
voted not to be officially represented at the move glory 
Not A Racket ment’s meeting to be held at Swannanoa, N. ° throy 
} This decision was taken in view of the “libe and 
Newsweek’s unfortunate attack on the radio character of the movement and of the unsatisf#® ie 
ministry of the “Old Fashioned Revival Hour,” tory Christological positions of its head, Dr. H. * y 


conducted on an international hook-up each Sun- 
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God Incarnate For Suffering Men 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* o 
(Heb. I; II:9-18; V. 7-8.) 


As a nation we seem to stand on the edge of a 
great victory. But when the hope of victory is 
near, that is the moment to see ourselves in the 
light of God’s presence and to humble ourselves 
under His mighty hand. Otherwise we shall give 
ourselves to such boastings as the Gentiles know. 
And lest we forget, the war has given us the 
slemn reminder of the fearful cost at which the 
victory has come. The Christmas season just past 
piled up the longest casualty list in American 
history. At Chicamauga there were thirty-three 
thusand casualties, at Gettysburg fifty-three 
thousand, at the Battle of the Bulge over fifty- 
five thousand American casualties. No wonder a 
recent weekly ran the Odyssey of a casualty, the 
sory of one of our three hundred and eighty-odd 
thousand American wounded. Has the Church an 
answer to this chorus of suffering and heart ache 
that is rising from every heart and in every home? 
Blessed be God she has. To suffering man we 
offer the suffering Saviour. For the torn in body, 
for the shocked in mind, for the broken in heart 
the Gospel presents God who became incarnate 
that He might suffer with us and for us in our 
own human flesh. 


The solace for.the sorrow and the suffering of 
the last Christmas is in the first Christmas. It is 
precisely this—that “the Lord of glory of His 
own will entered into our life of grief and suffer- 
ing, and for love of men bore all and more than 
all that men may be called to bear.’’ “God, the 
Almighty and Eternal God, has shared our ex- 
perience in its depths of weakness and pain.’’* 


1, The LORD who in the beginning laid the 
foundations of the earth and who upholds them 
by the Word of His power laid aside the glories 
of heaven and took our flesh and blood that in 


our nature He might suffer. In Himself God is 


the being of pure activity living in the blessed- 
hess and glory which no creaturely force can at- 
tack. But God willed to put Himself into our frail 
and suffering humanity that therein He might be 
susceptible to the flings and arrows of man’s 
tage and hate, and to all the suffering brought 
on by the creature’s rebellion against his Maker, 
and by man’s subsequent inhumanity to man. 
Jesus was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death that by the grace of God 
He might taste of death for every man. He entered 
into our life with all its miseries. The joy of 
heaven and the Lord of angels became the man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief. While He 
was here He was so busy healing the sick and 
minstering to the suffering that the first Evan- 
gelist Temembered what was written by the 
“te : — took our infirmities and bare our 


It pleased God in bringi 
ging many sons unto 
glory to make the Captain of our salvation perfect 
ver ugh suffering. Have your nerves twitched 
pained where some limb was no more? His 
“William Temple. 


nerve centers, His very hands and feet, were 
pierced with cruel spikes. Have your’ temples 
throbbed with a fever that would not abate? His 
throbbed with thorns crushed into them. Have the 
implements of war torn and lacerated your body? 
— war-spear of the soldier was thrust into His 
side. 


In the long days of agony are you asking why 
does He not work a miracle and restore you at 
once as He healed the multitudes in old Galilee? 
In The Robe, Lloyd Douglas has fancied the story 


of Miriam, a bed-ridden Jewish lass, whose body 


He did not heal, but in whose heart He placed a 
song. The Gospels have a surer story than Douglas’ 
fancy. There is one Person for whom Jesus did 
not work a miracle to avert suffering. That Person 
fasted forty days until He was tempted to turn 
the very rocks into bread. That Person was mocked 
and scourged and spit upon, but He never whimp- 
ered and He never beckoned for the twelve legions 
of angels that were at His call. When He suffered 
He threatened not. My brother, if He does not 
heal you with a word, He is inviting you to follow 
in the steps He Himself has trod without a single 
miracle to ease one bit of His agony. Refusing 
the deadening effect of the ancient drug He 
drained the bitter cup the Father gave Him to 


drink. 
With the suffering, sorrowing people of Holland ~ 


Pastor Koopman pleads: “‘Why so much suffering 
comes no one can say. But one thing I know 
and whoever knows it has the true faith in life 
and in death—it does not happen outside the 
merciful will of Jesus Christ. He understands 
your suffering because He has borne it all before 
you did. 


Yes Christ bore our suffering, all that we bear 
and more. For He suffered not only the cruel 
scourging and the agonizing crucifixion by which 
His. form was marred more than any man and 
His visage more than the sons of men. He who 
knew no sin was made sin for us. Thus He endured 
in His sou] the wrath of God revealed from heaven 
against all unrighteousness and ungodliness of 
men. He suffered as the Lamb of God for the 
sins of the World. It pleased the Father to bruise 
Him for our transgressions. And all this suffering 
with us and for us He freely took of His own 
loving and sovereign will. He who was God freely 
became man that His flesh might be torn and His 


body mangled for us men and for our salvation. 


And today: 


“He, who for men in mercy stood, _ 

And poured on earth His precious blood .. . 
Our fellow-suffered yet retains 

A fellow feeling of our pains... 

In every pang that rends the heart, 

The Man of sorrows had a part; 

He sympathizes in our grief, 

And to the suffered sends relief.” 


II. God incarnate in Jesus of Nazareth not only 
suffered our bodily pains, His breast also throbbed 
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with our heart aches. He who numbers the stars 
heals the broken in heart. He who marshalls the 
spiral nebulae binds up our sorrows. The vast 
diamond-studded Milky Way is but as “dust from 
the Almighty’s moving Chariot Wheels.” And yet 
in all our afflictions He is afflicted and the Angel 
of His Presence saves us. 


The Epistle to the Hebrews shows the Saviour 
walking by faith as we walk, beset by our anxieties 
and fears. So really did He share our flesh and 
blood that these words express the faith He placed 
in God: “I will put my trust in Him.” More even 
than the Gospels, the Epistle to the Hebrews un- 
veils the agony of Gethsemane: “Who in the days 
of His flesh, having offered up prayers and suppli- 
cations with strong crying and tears unto Him 
that was able to save him from death and having 
been heard for his godly fear, though He was a 
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
he suffered.”’ In becoming our complete and com- 
passionate High Priest Christ passed through 
the whole curriculum of temptation, trial, patience, 
fear, anxiety and heart agony we face. Therefore 
He is a faithful and merciful High Priest who can 
bear gently with the ignorant and erring in that 
he himself was also compassed with infirmity. 


In the days of His flesh our Lord showed the 
deepest concern for the heart anxieties, the wor- 
ries and the fears of those about him. As he stood 
with Mary and Martha at the tomb of Lazarus 
their sorrow so moved His heart that Jesus wept 
with them. The last week shows him time and 
again weeping over Jerusalem. “O Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets and stonest those that 
are sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered Thy children as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings and ye would not.” 
At the last when the women bewailed and lament- 
ed him, Jesus turned and said unto them: “‘Daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem weep not for me, but weep for 
yourselves.’”’ The dreadful punishment in store for 
Jerusalem brought tears that his own cross was 
not then extorting from His eyes. 


The acme of tender consideration is reached 
in Jesus’ treatment of Jairus. As he goes to heal 
the daughter the report arrives that the child is 
dead and there is no need to trouble the Master 
further. But before Jairus has time to answer 
Jesus word of encouragement is steadying his 
wavering faith, “Fear not only believe, and she 
shall be made whole. Though the weight of a 
world’s redemption is upon Him, the anxieties of 
Mary are all met as her crucified Son _ says: 
“Mother, behold thy son,” and (to John) “Son, 
behold thy mother.’”’ 


Nor has this concern for our anxieties been 
dimmed by the glories and blessedness of heaven. 
When Stephen is stoned the Son of Man rises 
from His Father’s Throne and so manifests Him- 
self to His dying martyr that Stephen’s face shines 
like the face of an angel. When He manifested 
His glory to John on Patmos, He was quick to 
manifest with it His understanding grace. “And 
He laid His right hand upon me, saying, Fear not: 
I am the first and the last, and the Living One; 
and I was dead, and behold I am alive forever- 
more, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.”’ 


As little children in their games stand in a° 
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circle about a common center so we all face one 
great fear, the fear of death. And that is the par- 
ticular fear our Lord came to face with us and fo, 
us. He was made a little lower than the ap, 
for the suffering of death, that by the grace of 
God He might taste of death for every man, Hp 
died that through death He might destroy hin 
that had the power of death, that is the devil, ang 
deliver them who through fear of death were gj) 
their life time subject to bondage. : 


On land, on the sea, under the sea, and in the 
air the Lord Christ is entering into the hearts of 
His men when they find terror on every side, 4 
letter was recently received from a lieutenant in 
the 79th Division telling how depressed he was as 
he contemplated the near approach of D-Day, 
Then God spoke to him through the chanting of 
the ninety-first, the soldier’s Psalm. The terror 
by night and the arrow that flieth by day; the 
pestilence that walketh in darkness and the de. 
struction that wasteth at noonday are no mere 
figures of speech to our men. But deeper than 
the dangers of war there is the calm of the pres 
ence of the Lord, the steadying touch of His hand, 
the understanding assurance of His voice. “I wil] 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee; so that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper and I will not 


fear what man may do unto me.” 


Let us then draw near the Table with Gospel 
viands for our sorrows spread. And as He gives 


us beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 


the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness 
let our overwhelming wonder be— 


“That the Great Angel-blinding light should 


nk 
His blaze, to shine in a poor Shepherd’s eye; 
That the unmeasur’d God so low should sinke, 
As Pris’ner in a few poore Rags to ly; 
That from his Mother’s Brest he milke should 


drink, 
Who feeds with Nectar Heaven’s faire family, 
That a vile Manger his low Bed should prove, 
Who in a Throne of stars Thunders above; 


That he whom the Sun serves, should faintly 


peep 
Through clouds of Infant Flesh! that he, the old 
Eternall Word should be a Child, and weepe; 
That he who made the fire, should feare the cold, 
= Heav’ns high Majesty his Court should 
eepe 

In a clay cottage, by each blast control’d; 

That Glories self should serve our Griefs and 


fears, 
And free Eternity submit to years.” 


The ever-blessed God became incarnate that 
He might suffer the pangs of our torn flesh, the 
ever active Creator became a man that He might 
be susceptible of the creature’s fears and tears. 
But the Great Gospel paradox is yet to be uttered: 
He who has life in Himself and who giveth life 
to whom He will became mortal man that for ou 
sins He might die. He whose years shal] not 
became obedient unto death and that the dea 


of the Cross. To the dregs He drank our CUP of 
woe that we might quaff His cup of salvation 


That He might bring many sons unto glory - 
tasted death for every man. Christ both died . 
rose again that He might be Lord both of te 
dead and of the living. Thus, He calls us t & 
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through no darker room than He has gone through 
before us. Yea though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
Thou art with me and even death is no new way 


to Thee. 


This Friend has gone through the strait gate of 
death, His own death, before He goes through 
the gate of death with us. And in that going 
through of His own death He drew the sharpest 
ting out of our death. For the sting of death 
isin and the power of sin is the law. But Christ 
died for our sin, the Just for the unjust. There is, 
therefore, now no condemnation to those who are 
in Christ Jesus. Thanks be unto God who giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 


Compare the death of Jesus with the death of 
Sephen and you are immediately struck with the 


entrast. Why should the face of Stephen shine 


like the face of an angel while the visage of Jesus 
was SO marred more than any man? Why? Be- 
use Jesus who had no sin of His own was made 
sn for Stephen in order that Stephen who had 
n0 righteousness of his own might be made the 
righteousness of God in Christ. He was delivered 
fr our offenses and raised for our justification. 
Therefore, 


“In peace let me resign my breath 
And Thy salvation see: 

-My sins deserved eternal death, 
But Jesus died for me.” 


It is a proper thought that one draw the veil 
of charity over the short comings of those who 
die, especially of those who die in faith. For the 
spirits of those who die in the Lord are beauti- 


fied, made perfect in holiness. By the grace of the 
Lord their spirits are glorified like Him who 
takes them to Himself. The noble, fine, generous, 
loving spirit is changed into His likeness and all 
that was base and wicked is done away. Thus we 
properly think of them as pure and kind all 
through like the angelic spirits which surround 
the throne. 


“All rapture, thro’ and thro’ 
In God’s most holy sight.” 


The Christ who pierced the mystery of the tomb 
rose again from the dead and ascended to the 
Right Hand of the Father where He ever liveth to 
intercede for us. There His understanding heart, 
His unceasing prayers, His constant grace keep 
our faith from failing and carry onward the 
Church of God until that day when He shall appear 
a second time apart from sin unto salvation. By 
tasting death for us He drew its sting. By rising 
from the dead and ascending to the Right Hand 
of the Majesty on High He has given us an anchor 
sure and steadfast. Even so them also that sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with Him. Accordingly, 
bs . gold-star mother there comes the victory of 
aith: | 


“God has given me a guiding Light, 
A star called Faith 
‘That substance of things hoped for, 
That evidence of things not seen.’ 
And now within me peace and joy are born, 
For some day there shall come a Resurrection 
morn! 
And I shall see again and know my son.” 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


Is The Resurrection Real or An ‘Idle Tale?’ 


By Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D.* 


And their words seemed to them as idle tales.”’ 
—Luke 24:11. 


There are those who say that they are not 


particularly concerned about the doctrines of 
the church, but there is one doctrine which de- 
cides all other doctrines and is the basis of all 
our Christian hope; that is, the resurrection of the 
body, in which every Christian is vitally concerned. 
It is like a master key which opens all doors. Dr. 
James Stalker says in his book, “The Resurrection 
of Jesus,” that “Christianity died with Christ 
and was laid with Him in the sepulchre.” The 


church would have been still. in the grave had 


: not risen. The resurrection is therefore 
ihe root of Christianity. It saved the church from 


dissolution. 


a" The worst robbery in the world is considered 
robbery of the dead. It is equally bad to rob 
e living of their consolation concerning the 
_ It is certainly a work of Satan who aims to 
tt everything that Christ did for His people’s 
= are and consolation in this world and the 
orld to come. But from many pulpits which have 
fen dedicated to the preaching of the Gospel 
‘re sounds the uncertain note about the resur- 


rection which deduces it to an ‘Idle Tale.’ The | 
Modernists have taken up the idea that the 
Apostles first had when the women brought them 
the report of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
They said it was an “idle tale.’”? The Apostles were 
afterwards converted; but no evidence seems suf- 
ficient to change the mind of a Modernist. 


Was there a real resurrection or not? Some- 
thing of a mighty character evidently had hap- 
pened. That something which happened resurrect- 
ed the church and set it in the world with such 
power that it has destroyed and built empires and 
multiplied itself into millions of men of the finest 
intellectual and moral fibre, stirring their souls 
with enthusiasm and immortal passion. The 
Apostles abandoned the idle tales and hurled them- 
selves upon their Christ-given task—the conversion 
of the world. 


How did the belief in the resurrection of Jesus 
gain headway? No one expected the resurrection 
not even His friends. These dear women who came 


early to the tomb on the first day of the week, 


came expecting to find a dead body which, ac- 
cording to their custom, they were going to anoint. 
Their hope had completely failed. 
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1. But we find that the whole church at that 
time agreed upon one thing: that the tomb was 
empty on the morning of the third day. All four 
Gospels state this fact. The grave was empty. Tha: 
much was certainly not an idle tale. 


2. But further, not only was the grave found 
empty, but Jesus himself was found alive on the 
third day and was seen of many. First, He was 
seen by a number of women, among them Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna and others. It has been serious- 
ly suggested that these women went to the wrong 
grave. There were many tombs all around 
Jerusalem, and it would have been an easy thing 
to have found an empty tomb! I want to ask if 
any of you dear women have ever made such 2 
mistake? Have you ever gone to the cemetery and 
found the wrong tomb! Before I was born, my 
father and mother lost an infant daughter. They 
buried the little body in the old cemetery near 
the old home. Some years afterwards, after my 
father had died, our mother returned to this place 
to live, and I distinctly remember going with her, 
as a lad of eight years, to the little cemetery, 
where she carefully searched for the little un- 
marked grave among the grass, weeds and shrubs; 
but she found it without any doubt and without 
much difficulty. Sorrow has an unerring instinct. 
It is always guided by the instinct of love. 
Women have strange instincts. Seldom do these 
instincts carry them afield. 


But furthermore, these women told the Apostles, 
and the Apostles, following the women, seem to 
have gone to the wrong tomb also, and found it 
empty! They came in singles and in groups, and 
all of them go to the same tomb and found it 
empty and the stone rolled away. Strange mistake 
for women and Apostles all to make! Further- 
more, the Roman soldiers who had sealed the tomb 
and had started on their long watch guarding the 
tomb, somehow had gotten away from the tomb 
to an empty one! Imagine Roman soldiers guard- 
ing the wrong tomb! There was great consterna- 
tion among them all about the empty tomb. Sol- 
diers did not understand it; Pilate did not under- 
stand it; the Sanhedrin did not understand it. The 
grave was empty. But it was the right tomb. 


Another story has been circulated with the 
peculiar zest of the Modernist. It has been sug- 


gested that Joseph of Arimathea, a wise man and 


a counselor and a member of the Sanhedrin, had 
offered the tomb for the burial of the body of 
Jesus while under such strong emotion that he 
did not think what it might mean. After thinking 
it over, he came to the conclusion that it would 
put a reproach upon his name to have a malefactor 
buried in his family tomb, and so he had the 
body of Jesus removed! And upon this second 
thought of Joseph of Arimathea has arisen the 
Christian church with all its power! This story 
about Joseph might have some weight if taken 
alone, but it must not be forgotten that that only 
might account for an empty tomb, but we are face 
to face with the fact that the dead occupant of 
that tomb was seen alive on the third day and 
for forty days afterwards. This was no idle tale. 
Back of it stands a vast array of witnesses, men 
and women of the most truthful character. True, 
they are the friends of Jesus and His church, but 
friends are always considered competent wit- 


nesses. Surely an enemy is not better qualified 
d 


to witness to a truth than a friend. 


Consider some of the things we lose if the 
story of the resurrection is only an idle tale 
(1) Jesus Christ ceases to be a reliable prophet. 
He had often declared that He would die and rise 
from the dead on the third day, and that He had 
power over His own life and the lives of others. 
He had foretold many events, among them the 
fall of Jerusalem, and other events, until the eng 
of the world. But if He failed to rise from the 
dead, our confidence in His truthfulness is shaken 
and we can no longer believe in Him who said, 
“If it were not so, I would have told you.” (2) 
He ceases to be our Priest. For the Cross without 
the resurrection interrupts and breaks in two our 


full salvation. We are yet in our sins, for His 


high priestly work depends upon His truthfulness 
as much as any other work does. (3) We cannot — 
rely upon Him as our King to rule over us and 
reign within us. We cannot commit ourselves to 
the control of one who is unreliable in His state. 
ments. (4) If it was an idle tale, we can no longer 
believe the testimony of the disciples, for they are 
found to be “false witnesses,’”’ and we cannot 
believe anything they say. These witnesses were 
slow to believe. It took the very best evidence to 
convince them, but when convinced, their faith 
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ became the 
great dynamic of their lives. Mary had to be con- 
vinced, slowly, by the voice and sight of Jesus 
and conversation she had with Him. Peter had 
to be convinced, and the Master went so far as to 
give him one long interview concerning his love 
for Him. There was also James, perhaps His own 
brother; and when it comes to Thomas, the last 
doubter is fully convinced. 


I believe Thomas was convinced by the sight 
and the voice of his Lord. Before he stretched 
forth a trembling hand toward the wounded side 
of his Savior, his spirit stirred with faith which 
smote his conscience, and in his words “My Lord 
and My God” there was a confession of his sin 
of doubt and an expression of the fearful wrong 
he had done to the Master, and a complete re- 
version to implicit faith which never forsook him. 
It was no longer an “idle tale” to Thomas, but 
the passion of his soul, and never from that eve- 
ning hour did his faith waver. 


When Jesus appeared to the disciples in 
Jerusalem, after His walk with the two disciples 
to Emmaus, He completely swept away from their 
minds any doubt that He was “the same Jesus 
Who had been crucified and that He was an 
apparition or a spirit. He had a real body. A real 
body had been put into the tomb. He had come 
through the tomb with a body that could be seen 
and touched, a voice that could be heard, and 
He also ate before His disciples. Jesus would never 
have spoken of a resurrection if He had not meant 
the resurrection of a body. He would have spoken 
of immortality instead, for the spirit never dies. 
But an apparition is certainly not a resurrection. 
Jesus showed them that the body He had after 
the resurrection bore the very marks that it had 
received on the cross. It was the body that came 
through the grave. Faith in this fact made disciples 
then; it makes them now. Bless the Lord for this 
living hope! Skepticism may hurl its heaviest argu 
ments against it and call it “idle tales” but It 
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stands as the Gibraltar of our redemption from 
sin. It is our sure hope for time and eternity. 


If Jesus is not risen, what wonders have been 


wrought by the supposition, or the imposition of 


this idle tale! what tremendous things have result- 
ed from the forgery of this story upon the hu- 
man race! What cathedrals it has built! What 
civilizations have been reared! What perfection 
of morals; what strength in our homes; what com- 
fort in our sorrows! If it is only an idle tale, then 
Jesus never rose, nor did He ever ascend into 
Heaven nor is He the proper object of worship; 
nor does He hear our prayers; nor has He sent 
the Comforter; nor does He give us pardon and 
peace; nor can He ever come again! Let us cease 
to teach our children to lisp His name in prayer. 
Let us cease to sing praises to Him day after 
day. The denial of the resurrection crucifies the 
Christian’s hope, saps its power, and bleeds the 


church to prostration and death. If it is an idle 
tale, then there is no Heaven and we shall never 
meet our dear ones again to be forever with them 
and the Lord. They have perished and He has 
perished with them. They are not asleep in Jesus. 
They are forever dead with Him. To believe it an 
idle tale takes out of life the power and influence 
of the hope of immortality. If I am only a beast, 
the “power of an endless life’? has no effect upon 
me. But, I believe! I believe! I believe that Jesus 
died, and was buried and that He rose again the 
third day. “I believe in the resurrection of the 
body and life everlasting!’ 


“Tf thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God 7 raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” 


*Waco, Texas. 


An Experience In Soul Winnin 


By Rev. Melton Clark, D.D.* : 


Soon after beginning my work in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, I began to hear of a citizen o: 
that city who was in some ways an_ unusual 
personality. He was the publisher of a weekly 
paper, and his paper had quite a large circu- 
lation. One outstanding feature of the publication 
was the repeated attack made on the church. As 
I continued to hear about his vitriolic attacks on 
organized religion, the thought naturally occured 
to me that somebody ought to talk to him and 
endeavor to win him to Christ. I was a com- 
paratively new comer to the city and, more oz 
less, inexperienced, and the natural thought was 
that some older well-known citizen and well-known 
church member should make that approach. . 
learned that this man, that I will call Mr. Fair, 
for that was not his name, had come from a neigh- 
boring town where he had been thrown out of 
the Methodist Church for habitual drunkenness. 
I reasoned that this experience was the basis 
for his hatred of the church. I talked with several 
men, and they all agreed that somebody ought to 


do something about it, but nobody did. 


One day as I went into the Post Office to get 
my morning mail from my box, I saw him stand- 
Ing in the lobby. It struck me at first that it was 
rather unusual to find that lobby vacant at that 
hour of the day. Usually it was crowded. On this 
morning he and I were the only ones present. 
The thought flashed in my mind that this was the 
time, the place, and I was the one to speak a 
word for the Lord. I approached him and spoke 
'o him, introducing myself—at that point he 
turned on me and in the most insulting language, 
told me he wanted nothing to do with me. I do 
hot think I had ever been more grievously in- 
sulted in my life before, nor have I been since. 

y first impulse was not a mild and Christian 
one. Then the thought came into my mind, “This 
2 what your Saviour said would happen if you 
ollowed Him,” for, “Men shall revile you.” ] 
stood silent, and he left the building. 


Whenever I would meet him on the street, | 


would salute him courteously. Never once did he 
return the salutation. He would look the other 
way. This went on for some time, and then J] 
heard that he was sick. I talked with his doctor. 
and he told me he had lung trouble. I determined 
to call on him. I rang the door bell about 11 
o’clock on a Tuesday morning. His wife came tc 
the door. I had heard that she was an earnest 
Christian woman. After introducing myself, I 
told her that I had come to see her husband. She 
looked at me in a strange sort of way, appearing 
to be uncertain and embarrassed. But her Chris- 
tian courtesy prevailed, and she invited me to 
come up to his room. 


I can not describe the expression on his face 
when I came into the bedroom. He glared at me 
and said nothing. I want to confess here that 1 
did not know what to say. I knew that no argu- 
ment would be profitable. I knew that if I began 
to talk about religion, he would be infuriated. I 
sat there and for about fifteen minutes chattered 


' glibly about everything that had happened in the 


city and saying nothing, I am sure, of any value 
to anyone. I then took out my pocket Testament, 
and asked him if he would mind if I read a few 
passages from the Word of God and had a prayer 
for him. I could see his eyes glitter, a snarl was 
on his face. Very roughly he said, ‘‘Well, I guess 
it can’t do me any harm.” He turned over in bed 
with his face to the wall and his back to me. His 
wife buried her face in her hands and sobbed. I 
read a few verses from the third chapter of John, 
“Ye must be born again,” and “Whosoever be- 
lieveth should not perish but have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish.’”’ I then prayed and got out of 


the room with, I hope, not undue haste. 


The next day at about the same hour as on 
the previous day, I rang the door bell. Again his 
wife came to the door. She seemed even more up- 
set at my coming than on the previous day,. but 
again her Christian courtesy prevailed, and she 
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invited me up. I must confess that I went into 
that sick room not knowing what to say to that 
man. I had a conviction that anything that I might 
say would probably make matters worse. Again I 
sat down and for about fifteen minutes, I chat- 
tered about things that had happened and that 
were happening around us, and told some stories 
about individuals in the town—all of which 
amounted to nothing. Again I took out my pocket 
Testament, but today I did not ask him if I could 
read and pray, I just said, “We will now hear a 
few words from God’s Word,” and I read passages 
from the fourth chapter of John. “If thou know- 
est the Gift of God and who it is that saith to 
thee, give me to drink; thou wouldst have asked 
of him, and he would have given thee living 
water.” I prayed and after bidding them goodbye, 
I left. 


I returned to the house the next day, and when 
I was met by the good wife, she did not seem to 
be so upset by my coming. I went in and sat down 
and again I did not know what to say. I wanted 
to talk about his soul and the Saviour, but I felt 
my inability to make the right approach. Again 
I spent some fifteen minutes in senseless conver- 
sation. Then taking my Testament, I read from 
the 6th chapter of John, ‘“‘And Jesus said, I am the 
bread of life. He that cometh to me shall never 
hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never 


thirst.” Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 


believeth on me hath everlasting life. I am the 
bread of life.” I read also from the 9th chapter, 
“T am the light of the world.’’ After prayer, I said 
goodbye and left. 


I want to confess that I was feeling very dis- 
couraged. I felt that somehow I was failing, and 
by my visits only revealing my incompetence. Aft- 
er prayer I determined that I would go back on 
the next day which I did. I was invited into the 
bedroom and again I spent the few moments in 
rather senseless talk. Then the thought came to 
me that there was no use to read God’s Word 
and pray for this man, that I was casting pearls 
before swine. And so I did not take my Testament 
and read, but I got up and said, “‘Well, I have to 
be going. I hope you are going to be getting 
better. Goodbye.”’ I turned to walk out. Then I 
heard a gruff voice from the bed say, “Hold 
on there, you have forgotten something.” I turned 
around, and I could not imagine what was happen- 
ing. I looked to see if I had left my hat in the 
room, and then I remembered that it was down 
stairs, so I said, “What have I forgotten?’ He 
said, “You have not read the Word and you have 
not prayed for me.” It would be difficult for any- 
one to imagine my sensation. You have read how 
God led Moses up Nebo’s lonely height that he 
might look over into the promised land. I suddenly 
felt myself standing on a mountain with God look- 
ing into the promised land. I read John 14—‘“Let 
not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God, 
believe also in me.”’ Jesus said, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.’’ ‘““Whatsoever ye shall ask in 
my name, that will I do.”’ And then I prayed. That 
room was full of heavenly light. The Spirit of God 
was present. After a few words, as one brother 
talking to another, I left promising to see him 
again. 


This man, whom I now looked upon as my 
friend, made a rather rapid recovery from his 


sickness. As soon as he was able to get about, he 
appeared at the Men’s Bible Class in the chure} 
I knew he was coming, but some sixty-two mer 


in the class did not know of my experience wit, 


him. His appearance was something like a robot 
bomb falling in a room. | 


He continued to come and began to work for 
the upbuilding of the class. Now every issue of 
his weekly paper carried with it an appeal to men 
to worship and serve God and to support the 
church. On Sunday morning he would go in his 
car to the depot at 9 o’clock. It happened that be. 


_ tween 9 and 10 o’clock trains coming from the 


North, South, East and West met in Greensboro. 
He would load his auto with traveling men, drive 
them to the hotel to leave their baggage, and 
bring them to the class. The class began to grow 
in leaps and bounds. It became the largest men’s 
Bible class in the state of North Carolina with 
476 members. This growth was largely due to the 
labors of this man of whom I speak. 


Years passed on. I was a member of the (Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary faculty at Decatur, 
Ga., when I received a telegram telling me of Al’s 
death. His wife requested me to come and conduct 
the funeral in the First Church, Greensboro. | 
took the next train, conducted the funeral and 
with the family and friends 
North Carolina, for the interment. After the 
funeral his wife handed me a small package and 
said, “‘Al always wore this pin. I know he would 
want you to have it. Please wear it sometime and 
think of him.” It was a beautiful diamond pin. 
I still wear it and think of him. ; 


I have just this to say. He was a glorious Chris- 
tian and for years lived a life of service for his 
Master. What changed Al from a bitter hater of 
the church to a loyal servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Certainly not my words, not the words o 
any other human being. So far as I know the 
sole agency was the living word of God. When ] 
read the stupid talk of liberals and modernists 
who discuss the Word of God and argue as to 
which parts of it are “fancy”, which parts “fraud,” 
and which parts “fact,” I think of that Word of 
inspiration—God’s Word in the _ sixty-six books 
of the Bible—quick and powerful and sharper 
than a two edged sword—the holy Word of the 


living God. 


*Anniston, Ala. 
Christ Wants The Best 
Christ wants the best. 
He in the far-off ages 


Once claimed the firstlings of the flock, 
The finest of the wheat; 


And still He asks His own with gentlest pleading 


To lay their highest hopes 

And brightest talents at His feet. 
He’ll not forget the smallest service, 
Humblest love, 

He only asks that from our store 
We give to Him the best we have. 


—Author Unknown. 


Mar. 1945 


went to Durham, 


d 

0 

i 

de 

a 

It 

SK 

al 

is 

0 

sic 

th 

b 

yo 

wi 

by 

Ec 

re 

ace 

W 

mo 

the 

Vis 

| 

fai 

an 


ading 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 9 


Mar. 1945 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette - 


Woman’s Calendar 
‘March 1945 


March 4: Every Member Canvass. 


March 4 - April 15: Victory Crusade, season of 
intensive evangelistic effort in every church of 
the Assembly. 


March Circle Topic: Living in the Power of Christ. 
Annual Meeting: Twelve Months Review - Onward! 
March 256: Presbyterian Foundation Day. 


March 25 - April 1: Week of Spiritual Enrichment. 


‘For How Shall I Go Up To My 
Father And The Lad Be 
Not With Me?’ 


By Lucy Steele“ 


The wod “dog” is used to define both a Great 
Dane and a cocker spaniel, but the differences 
between the two are obvious! Equally the term 
“Education” is used to convey the varied con- 
cepts of many men from the cynic’s “that which 
discloses to the wise, and disguises from the 
foolish, their lack of knowledge,” to the more 
objective definition of “the adjustment of the 
individual to the laws of life—mental, social, 
physical and spiritual.”’ | 


Christian Education, while accepting the latter 
definition, is aware that there is a superior and 
an inferior level of adjustment to these laws. 


It does not set as its goal the training in the 


skills nor in intellectual attainment, nor does it 
aim at denominational propaganda. Rather its goal 
is the development of that quality which enables 
one, as Milton has suggested, to apprehend, con- 
sider, distinguish, abstain and prefer not only 
that which is good, not even that which is better, 
but that which is the best in the mental, social, 
physical and spiritual life. Its aim is to take 
youth as it is, and to prepare it for life as it is, but 


with a vision of life as it should be, and which 


by the grace of God, it may be! 


Our Church had this conception of Christian 
Education as it established the various church- 
related colleges. We look back on what has been 
accomplished and are proud of our heritage. But 
we are concerned today with the question as to 
whether pride in our past is replacing participation 
in the present; whether our accomplishments are 
more to us than our advance. | 


There are three important “let”? statements in 
the 1943 report of the General Assembly’s Ad- 


‘sory Committee on Christian Education: 


a “Let the Presbyterian Church reaffirm its 
alth in the program of Christian Education as 
an essential part of the teaching obligation of 


If “reaffirm” is to be more than written on 
paper it means to let our Church—yours and 
mine— ; 

a. Restore interest in Christian Education by 
recognizing its value; 


b. Restore dignity to it by realistic planning; 


c. Restore usefulness of it by financial and 
student support. 


Where one’s heart is (your boy or your girl), 
_ will one’s treasure (financial support) be 
also. 


II. “Let Christian Education make sure that the 
emphasis is placed on Christian, as on Education.” 


A Christian College, suggests the report, is a 
society of Christian scholars, gathered together 
‘to guide learners in a Christian manner in the 
fearless search for truth, and living in such a 
relationship with one another and to the world 
about them that Christian love and justice be- 
come evident. | 


The “fearless search for truth” is followed by 
the fearless application of truth to each other 
and to the world about them. Too often education 
may turn out to be but an armload of sticks, each 
one separate from the other. Christian Education 
tries to show how these separate spokes of knowl- 
edge may be integrated into an axle which is 
faith in God, and bound into a wheel of service 
to one’s neighbor and the world. 


The privilege of the Christian College is not to 
do less than the secular, but to dare to do more! 
To add to intellectual competence the cultivation 
of faith and character. The very nature of youth 
of college age lends itself to this challenge. Youth 
is inquisitive, imitative, introspective. We might 
add that it is sometimes intolerant and inerrent, 
but it is also idealistic and ingenuous. The Church 
may reach a boy or a girl during the college years 
when it may never touch his interest otherwise. 


III. “Let the individual Christian’s interest 
in the Church’s whole program of Christian Edu- 
cation , transcend his interest in any single insti- 
tution. 


This is: hard for some to accept when one 
school draws our affection and keenest interest, 
but the War Fund Drive has taught us that we 
show our real love to our own families as we seek 
to provide for all families. The Church Colleges 
are the families of the whole Church, and we show 
our love for one by our interest and zeal to ad- 
vance them all. 


Christian Education is in the spotlight today. 
Its future is dependent on educated Christians 
whose vision and sense of values are educated by 
the Spirit of Christ. Has our Presbyterian Church 
the compulsion in its heart today which was in 


the heart of Judah, the elder brother, when he 


stood before Joseph in Egypt in humble suppli- 
cation that he might carry Benjamin home with 
him: “How shall I.go up to my father, and, the 
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lad be not with me?” How, indeed, can our Church 
go up to our Father, if our youth be not with us! 


*The Mary McNair Jones Professor of Bible at 


Peace College, Raleigh, N. C. 


Committee Chairmen Speak On 
1945 Birthday Objective 


What a delightful anticipation precedes the dis- 
closure of the recipient of the Birthday Offering, 
transcended only by that thrilling moment when 
our most efficient Treasurer, Miss Mary Quidor, 
stands on the rostrum at Montreat at the Woman’s 
Auxiliary Training School, holding in her hand a 


check and says—slowly, savoring our intense eager- 


- ness—“The total gift is _,”’ and ap- 


plause rings out! 


This year, there comes an extra thrill at the 
news that our 1945 Birthday Offering is to be 
designated for work in the Congo Mission, that 
one field where we seem to have everything to 
challenge us to go forward in our witness for the 
Master and nothing to hinder our progress save 
our own lack of determined zeal. 


As women, we are said to like to strike a bar- 
gain, to get our money’s worth, and surely here 
we can see this, for we have approved the needs, 
as listed below: 


A new station — Luluabourg, with the many 
things that calls for, requiring the largest single 
outlay but one. 


A hospital at Bulape, a Dispensary and Ma- 
ternity Ward at Kasha, and a Maternity Ward at 
Mboi. Now we quicken’ to the opportunity to 
alleviate suffering and make possible normal living 
for the babies. 


Church at Mboi where His children may come 
to recognize Him and know Him better. 


Dormitories for the native evangelists and their 
families at Bibanga, Bulape and Mutoto, that a 


man studying to better present his Lord to his | 


fellow man may not be forced to be separated 
from his family during his training, but may carry 
on a normal life meanwhile. 


Water systems—and we who are so insistent 
upon the right water supply, and plenty of it, 
know what this means to any people. 


A Rescue Home for Children—that they may 
be spared the fate so many suffer; today, when 
the children of so many nations are suffering so 
keenly, we want to save as many as we can. 


A Mission Press Fund, that the printed Word 
might be readily available and 


A Second Degree School at Mutoto, that they 
_may learn to use the printed Word more effective- 


ly. 


Could there be any greater incentive to an over- 
flowing offering? Al] are things so dear to our 
hearts, as we provide homes, hospitals, churches, 
books and a school—with special emphasis on the 
children, their bodily care as they come into this 
world, and grow and are trained—the children, 


the hope of tomorrow. 


Let us top the record-breaking offering of 1944 
and thus, show our love for these children of Goq. 


(Mrs. John P.) Virginia P. Walkter, 
Chmn., Committee on Woman’s Work. 


The 1945 Birthday Objective is one that 


should reach the interest of every woman of the 


Southern Presbyterian Church—there are so many 
varied uses for which it is designated. 


Are you most interested in Medical Missions? 
There is the Bulape Hospital to be enlarged for 
greater service; and two new maternity wards at 
smaller stations, to be built; also the very neces. 
sary improvement of the water systems—that’s 
preventive medicine! | 


Or is it the children you care most about? A 
Rescue Home will be built at Luebo to care for 
the homeless waifs found so frequently in heathen 
countries. That will help prevent crime and ignor- 
ance. 3 


_ The Mission Press, so long handicapped by its 
size, will be enlarged to meet the growing need 


_ for Bibles and Christian literature, by these peo- 


ple who are fast learning to read. 


There will be a new Station started; better 
training centers and living conditions established 
for the native workers who are carrying Christ's 
message to this land so long in darkness, and now 
coming to the light of civilization. 


Was there ever a more comprehensive program, 
or one to which we could give our untiring sup- 
port that it might be carried through? With the 
spread of civilization in the heart of Africa, the 
Church of our Lord must be in the forefront, and 
through this offering we are privileged to have 


a share in her advancement. Shall this be a true | 
Christian civilization? The answer depends in part. 


| Louise A. Davidson, Chairman, 
Woman’s Advisory Committee. 


— 


Historians Of Synodical And | 


Presbyterial Auxiliaries 
By Mrs. W. T. Fowler | 


In 1941 your General Historian. made an effort 
to compile a list of all historians who have served 
in the Synodical and Presbyterial] Auxiliaries since 
the organization of the Woman’s Work in its pres- 
ent form. About half of them were put in order at 
the time and are now being printed here with the 


hope that any changes or needed corrections can 
be made. 


In response to recent efforts some more of 
these have been brought up to date. It is hoped 
to obtain a perfect list. Many of these women well 
deserve to be memorialized by life sketches i 
our files at Montreat. Abingdon Presbyterial: Mrs. 
White M. Ryburn, 1928-1935; Mrs. F. B. Kegley: 
1935-1936; Miss Ellen M. Bowen. Tazewell, 1936- 
1937; Mrs. J. W. Walker, Dublin,’ 1937-1939; 
Mrs. F. B. Kegley, Wytheville, 1939-. 


Albemarle Presbyterial: In 1910 Mrs. R. B. Lacy 
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of Raleigh, secretary of the Presbyterial, then a 
Union, wrote a sketch of the women’s work. In 
1912 Mrs. I. B. Gary, Hendersonville, N. C., was 
appointed;' In 1927, Mrs. J. M. Hobgood, Farm- 
ville, N. C., was appointed. 


Arkansas Presbyterial: 1925-1926, Mrs. G. W. 
Sykes, Newport; 1926-1927, Mrs. G. W. Sykes, 
who died in office; 1926-1934, Mrs. A. B. Mc- 
Laughlin, Central Church, Little Rock; 1934-1940, 
Miss Annie Mae Gatewood, First Church, Little 
Rock, also 1934-1940; 1940-1941, Mrs. John P. 
Morrow, Batesville. 


Atlanta Presbyterial; 1920-1921, Mrs. J. S. 
(Janie Perrin) Thompson; 1921-1922, Mrs. J. T. 
(Mary Gatton) Stephenson; 1921-1922, Mrs. K. 
E. (Grace Mendenhall) Johnson; 1927-1928, Mrs. 
B. F. Ulmer; 1929-1932, Mrs. W. M. (Mary) 
Everett; 1932-1936, Mrs. E. M. (Macie) Copeland; 
1986-1941, Mrs. N. B. (Cora Clarke) Mathes, 
Jonesboro, Ga. 3 


Augusta Presbyterial: Mrs. James Reynolds of 
Greensboro wrote the history of the first sixteen 
years, she was president 1912-1916; 1925-1927, 
Mrs. Thomas C. Spivey who died in office; 1928- 
1941, Mrs. Hawes Cloud, Crawfordville, Ga. 


Bethel Presbyterial: p. 64, Presbyterian Women 
of §. C. states, ““Mrs. J. J. Stringfellow of Chester 
held the office of historian when the Union de- 
veloped into the Auxiliary’; upon Mrs. String- 
fellow’s death in 1922, Mrs. S. M. McNeel, York, 
§. C., was appointed; In the minutes of 1933 
Mrs. A. M. McLaughlin is shown as historian; Miss 
Lesslie Witherspoon; 1941, Miss Alice Ratchford, 
Waxhaw, N. C. 


Brownwood Presbyterial: 1923-1924, Mrs. Geo. 
Vaughn, Ballinger, Texas; 1924-1926, Mrs. C. L. 
Ewing, Miles, Texas; 1926—-Miss Elizabeth Dobbs, 
1306 Cottage street, Brownwood, Texas. | 


Bluestone Presbyterial: 1928-1934, Mrs. J. -M. 
Spinks, Mt. Hope; 1934-1940, Mrs. Ralph Bailey 
of New Hope; 1940, Mrs. J. W. Neel who removed 
tag C.; 1940, Mrs. B. K. Hesse, Fayetteville, 

a. 


Central Mississippi Presbyterial: The history of 
the first eight years 1909-1017 was written; 1923, 
office of historian created, and Mrs. C. L. Graeber, 


Yazoo City elected, served 1923-1925; 1925-1931, © 


Mrs. J. W. Caldwell, Yazoo City; 1931-1937, Mrs. 


C. 0. Groves, Kosciusko; 1937-1939, Mrs. Beaman 


Triplett, Forest; 1939-1940, Mrs. W. H. Price, 
resigned within the year; 1940, Mrs. Beaman 
Triplett; 1941, Mrs. C. O. Reed, Edwards, Miss. 


Cherokee Presbyterial: 1915-1920, Mrs. G. H. 
Aubrey; 1920-1925, Mrs. A. E. Davenport, Mari- 
etta, Ga.; 1925-1932, Mrs. L. C. Morgan, Carters- 
ville, Ga.; 1932-1940, Mrs. Thomas Simpson, Cart- 
_ 1940—, Mrs. H. W. Howard, Cartersville, 


concord Presbyterial: 1925-1933, Mrs. J. C. 
lak; 1933-1936, Mrs. Z. V. Turlington; 1936- 


1940, Mrs. W. M. Norman; 1940— Miss Mary C. 
Davidson, N. C. 
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THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


- Lander of Winchester became historian of Lexing- 


Campbell; 1927, Mrs. Samuel Webb; 1928-1929, 
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—" 1949—, Mrs. J. W. McLauchlin, Raeford, 


Holston Presbyterial: 1924-1928, Mrs. W. L. 
Lyons, Crossnore, N. C.; 1929-1930, Mrs. Ernest 
Lowry, Cold Spring church, Holston Valley, Tenn.; 
1930-1934, Mrs. Sam P. Miller, New Providence 
church, Surgeoinsville, Tenn.; 1935-1937, Mrs. 
Earl Miller, Johnson City, Tenn.; 1938-1940, Mrs. 
Thos. W. Simpson, First church, Bristol, Tenn.; 
1941—, Mrs. M. B. Allen, Bristol, Tenn. 


Kanawha Presbyterial: 1922-1923, Mrs. M. B. 
Lambkin, Montgomery, W. Va.; 1923-1925, Mrs: 
B. L. Burdette, Charleston, W. Va.; 1925-1926, 
Mrs. Ernest Thompson, Charleston, W. Va.; 1926- 
1928, Mrs. C. R. Garrison, Malden; 1928-1930, 
Mrs. H. H. Orr; 1930-1932, Mrs. T. J. Riggs, W. 
Huntingdon; 1932-1936, Mrs. R. A. Andrews, 
Huntingdon; 1936-1939, Mrs. Herman Jones, 
Charleston; 1940-1941, 1940, Mrs. R. K. Mann, 
Huntingdon, appointed, because of Mrs. Jones 
illness; later Mrs. Mann became ill and 1941, 
Pi. Scott Arthur appointed, Charleston, 

e a. 


Kings Mountain Presbyterial; 1920-1929, Mrs. 
J. W. Sanie, Lincolnton; 1929-1933, Mrs. J. A. 
Lore, Lincolnton; 1933-1941, Mrs. Coit M. Robin- 
son, Lowell, N. C. 


Knoxville Presbyterial: Mrs. McIver elected, did 
not serve; Mrs. McCoy soon resigned; Mrs. E. O. 
Wells succeeded and served for a number of years. 


Lafayette Presbyterial (Mo.): 1923-1931, Mrs. 
Sanford Sellers; 1931-1935, Mrs. Chas. G. Mills; 
1935-1941, Miss Margaret Vaughn, Lexington, Mo. 


Lexington Ebenezer Presbyterial: West Leving- 
ton, Mrs. E. S. DeLong for many years; Miss 
Carrie Knight; when W. Lexington and Ebenezer 
united, Mrs. M. A. Lauderbach who had long been 
historian of Ebenezer succeeded; later Mrs. S. B. 


ton-Ebenezer. 


Missouri Presbyterial: 1932, Mrs. M. A. Arnold, 
Columbia; Mrs. Ben Yates, McCredie, Mo., for 
a short time; 1938, Mrs. P. T. (Elizabeth) Vaughn. 


Memphis Presbyterial: 1923-1924, Miss Ella 
Cummins, Covington, Tenn.; 1924-1935, Mrs. S. N. 
Jones, Union City, Tenn.; 1925-1939, Mrs. Scott 
Miller, Memphis; 1939—, Miss Lettie Herron, 
Memphis. 


Mississippi Presbyterial: 1923-1924, Miss S. B. 
Gilkeson, Port Gibson; 1930-1931, Mrs. C. T. 
Thompson, Centerville, resigned 1935, and Mrs. 
Pearl C. Jenkins, Crystal Springs, succeeded. 


Muhlenburg Presbyterial (Ky.); 1944, Mrs. W. 
T. Fowler, Hopkinsville; 1916-1918, Miss L. V. 
Shaw, Paducah; 1923-1938, Mrs. James Mitchell, 
Bowling Green; 1938, Mrs. R. E. Douglas, Hender- 
son. 


Nashville Presbyterial: 1924-1926, Mrs. John F. 


Mrs. Henry C. Hibbs; 1929-1931, Mrs. Wm. Simp- 
son; 1931-1936, Mrs. W. D. Hudson; 1936-1940, 
Mrs. J. O. Johnson; 1940, Miss Martha Turner, 
Gallatin, Tenn. 


New Orleans Presbyterial: The office of his- 
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torian was created April, 1924, with Mrs. T. H. 
Shaw as first historian, 1924-1926; 1926-1928, 
Mrs. Shirley C. Lyons; 1928-1930, Mrs. William 
Bogle. Other historians have been Mrs. G. L. 


Mayfield, Mrs. J. E. Whitworth and the present | 


historian, Mrs. R. L. Smith, Slidell, La. 


Norfolk Presbyterial: 1925-1934, Mrs. P. B. 
Grinnan; 1934-1940, Mrs. W. W. Grover; 1940— 
Mrs. Lelia K. Pettit, Norfolk, Va. 


North Alabama Presbyterial: 1915-1922, Mrs. 
J. R. Hornday, Birmingham; 1923-1924, Mrs. John 


Lusk, Gunterville; 1925-1926, Mrs. J. F. Wither- 


spoon, Birmingham; 1926-19-27, Mrs. David 
Riddle, Gadsden; 1928-1929, Mrs. W. C. Meyers, 
Florence; 1930-1931, Mrs. L. D. Patterson, Syla- 
cauga; 1934-1935, Mrs. W. W. Robinson, Annis- 
ton; 1936-1939, Miss Annie Brewer, Anniston; 
1940-1941, Mrs. J. C. Roberts, Florence, Ala. 


Orange Presbyterial: 1913-1918, Miss S. O. 
Dickson; 1918-1923, Mrs. R. D. Blackwall; 1923- 
1927, Mrs. J. C. Mills; 1928-1931, Mrs. W. S. 
Lacy; 1931-1934, Mrs. A. G. Carter; 1934-1942, 
Mrs. E. E. Gillespie; 1943, to July ’48, Mrs. R. 
S. Montgomery; July 1943-Oct.11943, Mrs. W. E. 
White; 1944—-Mrs. Wm. M. Baker, Mebane, N. C. 


Pee Dee Presbyterial: Miss Julian G. Ervin, 
Darlington; 1925, Mrs. S. B. Matheson, Cheraw; 
1926-1929, Mrs. T. E. McAlpine, Hartsville; 1929- 
1930, Mrs. W. F. Sturman, d. in office; 1930, Mrs. 
G. D. McGill, Ruly, S. C., protem; 1931, Mrs. J. R. 
Millard. 


Pine Bluff Presbyterial: organized 1908 in 
Fordyce, Ark.; 1908-1933, Mrs. W. E. Broughton, 
Warren; 1933-1938, Mrs. J. H. Shaefer, Ham- 
burg; 1938-1945, Mrs. E. M. Meeks. 


Potomac Presbyterial: Mrs. A. J. McKelvay, 
Washington, D. C.; Mrs. Geo. F. Dugan, Wash- 


ington, D. C. 


Potosi Presbyterial (Mo.): In 1912 the history 
states that Miss Anna Mathews read the Presby- 
terial history up to date at Presbyterial meeting; 
1928-1931, Miss Mary Kochitsky; 1931-1934, Mrs. 
N. H. McCain; 1934, Miss Mary Kochitsky, Cape 
Girardeau; 1935-1938, Mrs. N. H. McCain; 1934- 
1940, Mrs. Wm. Harlen; 1940— Mrs. Emma I. 
Brown Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Red River Presbyterial: 1926-1927, Mrs. John 
Millard; 1926-1938, Mrs. J. W. Dubois, Mansfield, 
La.; 1938, Mrs. W. T. Sartor, Alto, La. 


Roanoke Presbyterial: Beginning with minutes 
of 1919; Miss Mattie Gaines, Saxe, Va.; Miss 
Elizabeth Gaines, Saxe; Mrs. J. F. Morton, Char- 
lotte C.H.; Miss Estelle Price, Madisonville, Va.; 
Miss Susie E. Price, Madisonville, Va. 


S. W. Ga.: 1924-1925, Mrs. D. T. Southerland, 
Bainbridge; 1925-1931, Mrs. R. C. Bell, Cairo; 
1931-1934, Mrs. K. K. Moore, Thomasville, Ga.; 
1934-1936, Mrs. Hoard Clark, Albany, Ga.; 1936- 
1939, Mrs. R. L. Groover; 1939— Mrs. Clayton 
Baker, Cairo, Ga. 


Suwanee Presbyterial: Mrs. Thos. F. Ray recent 
secretary sent names of Home and Foreign Mission 
societies in 1909; Union organized, 1907; 1919 


History was written by Mrs. W. H. Dodge who was 
elected historian, 1920-1921 (Miami); 1923-1999 
Mrs. Arthur S. Harris, Jacksonville; 1929-1931’ 
Miss Isabel Paul, Jacksonville; 1931-1935, Mrs. 
R. B. Harkness, Lake City; 1935-1939, Mrs. Geo, 
E. Evans, Gainesville, Fla.; 1939-1940, Mrs. J, p 
Joegenson, Palatka, removed; 1940-1942, Mrs 


~W. S. Petrie, Palatka, Fla. 


St. Louis Presbyterial: 1924-1926, Miss Lixie 
Black; 1926-1927, Mrs. L. L. Manningg; 1997. 
1928, Mrs. W. A. Sellars; 1928-1930, Mrs. J. w. 
Harris; 1930-1937, Mrs. Hugh Wilson; 1937-1941, 
Miss Kate Woodson. | 


Transylvania Presbyterial (Ky.): Miss Florence 
Edmonds, Lebanon; Mrs. M. A. Gibbs, Somerset; 
Mrs. S. E. Blackburn, Lebanon; Mrs. Rice Woods, 
Richmond. 


Washburn Presbyterial (Ark.): 1924, Mrs. L. 
C. Hall, Dardanelle; Mrs. J. F. Stevenson; Miss 
Helen Pettigrew, Charleston; Mrs. J. H. Carna- 
han, Ft. Smith; Mrs. A. B. Yantis, Ft. Smith; Miss 
Fleda Scott, Ft. Smith. 


West Hanover Presbyterial (Va.): 1922-1932, 
Miss Bessie Dinwiddie; 1932-1935, Miss Sallie 
Dickinson; 1936, Mrs. F. M. Muett, did not serve; 
1936-1937, Mrs. C. B. Somerville; 1937-1940, 
Mrs. J. E. Irvine; 1940— Mrs. Alice M. Straw, 
Prospect, Va. 


Winston-Salem Presbyterial: organized 1924; 
1924-1927, Mrs. S. E. Moran; 1927-1929, Mrs. 
Alice Woodruff, Mocksville; 1927-1929, Mrs. T. 
B. Bailey? Mocksville; 1931-1935, Mrs. J. R. Fin- 
ley, Wilksboro; 1935, Miss Edna Maslin; 1936- 
1938, Mrs. R. L. Bailey; 1938-1941, Mrs. P. T. 
Johnson, W. Salem. 


Wilmington Presbyterial: 1912-1914, Mrs. R. F. 
Hall, Wilmington; 1918-1924, Mrs. J. A. Brown, 
Chadbourne; 1924-1927, Mrs. W. T. Bannerman, 
Wilmington, 1927-1931, Mrs. Z. A. Gibson, Faison; 
1934-1941, Miss Susan Hall, Wilmington, N. C 


Congaree Presbyterial: 1923, Mrs. J. B. Jesip, 
Camden, S. C.; 1925, Mrs. W. L. Dunovant, Edge- 
field; 1926, Mrs. J. O. Van Meter, Columbia; 
1927, Mrs. C. P. Davis, Columbia; 1928-1945, Mrs. 
Chas. J. Hill, Aiken, S. C. 


Synodicals 
Appalachia Synodical: 1922-1926, Mrs. Gale 


Armstrong, Rogersville; 1926-1928, Mrs. Walter 


Lyons, Crossnor, N., C.; 1928-1930, Mrs. D. W. 
McIver, Chattanooga, Tenn.; 1930-1932, Mrs. 
Hugh Allen, Middlesboro, Ky.; 1932-1934, Mrs. 
Henry Miller, Bristol, Va.; 1940—, Mrs. L. H. 
Corbett, Morristown, Tenn. 


Texas Synodical: 1919-1921, Mrs. John McCall, 

Ft. Worth; 1921-1924, Mrs. 

| , 1924-1928, Mrs. Jerome L. 

Muller, Livingstone; 1928-1936, Miss Elizabeth 

M. Dobbs, Brownwood; 1936—, Mrs. Wm. W 
Long, Houston, Tex. 


South Carolina Synodical: 1922, Miss Margaret 
Adams Gist, York.; 1925-1926, Mrs. B. S. Matthew- 
son, Cheraw; 1928-1934, Mrs. Samuel G. Stoney 
Charleston; 1934-1935, Mrs. A. D. Calhoun, Greet- 
wood; 1935-1940, Mrs. Parker E. Conner, er 
Island; 1940—, Mrs. J. R.. Millard, Andrews, 5. © 
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North Carolina Synodical: 1919, Mrs. Mclver 
became editor of Woman’s Dept. of Pres. Stand- 
ard; 1921, Mrs. R. D. Blacknall elected historian ; 
1925, Mrs. J. M. McIver; 1928-1933, Mrs. S. M. 
Rankin, Greensboro; 1933-1941, Mrs. A. J. Howell, 
Wilmington; 1941—, Mrs. E. E. Gillespie. 


- Missouri Synodical: Mrs. Edward B. Felgate was 
historian before 1930, also vice president; in that 
year the offices were separated and she served 
as historian until 1934; Mrs. Gammon; Mrs. N. 
H. McCain, Corder, Mo. 


Mississippi Synodical: 1915-1922, Mrs. C. S 
Everts helped write the history of Mississippi 
Women; 1915, Mrs. C. H. Alexander, one year; 
1922, Mrs. C. S. Everts first active historian: 
1923-1928, Mrs. John Campbell, Biloxi; 1928- 
1930, Mrs. A. O. Heren, Biloxi; 1930-1936, Mrs. 


J. L. Williams, Indianola; 1936-1937, Mrs. C. O. | 


Groves, Kosciusko; 1937-1940, Mrs. M. D. King, 
Hattiesburg; 1940—, Mrs. Pearl Jenkins, Crystal 
Springs, Miss. 


Louisiana Synodical: 1925-1926, Mrs. John 
Davidson, New Orleans; 1927-1928, Mrs. B. L. 
Price, Alexandria; 1928-1929, Mrs. T. S. Shaw, 
New Orleans; 1929-1930, Miss Lois Garrison, N. 
0.; 1932-1938, Mrs. A. R. McBurney, Welch; 
1935-1936, Mrs. D. C. Johnson, Lindsay; 1937- 
1988, Mrs. J. E. Whitworth, Jeanerette; 1938- 
1940, Mrs. O. C. Cathey, Keatchie; 1940—, Mrs. 
W. L. Sartor, Alto, La. | 


Kentucky Synodical: 1911-1915, Miss M. L. Pax- 
ton; Mrs. Mary D. Irvine, with Miss Lastwood, 
wrote “Pioneer Women”; 1923-1928, Mrs. W. T. 
Fowler; 1928-1934, Mrs. M. A. Lauderbach; 1934- 
1940, Miss Florence Edmunds; 1942, Mrs. J. O. 
Lutz, Louisville. 


There are some discrepancies in dates and 
names, and any corrections will be most welcome; 
also additional data for the Presbyterials and Sy- 
nodicals not given here. 


A Retreat In Holland 


By Chaplain Cecil H. Lang 


A two-day Retreat for the chaplains of the 
XIII Corps was held on February 6-7 in a large 


Dutch Reformed Church in a small city in Sou- 


thern Holland. The chaplains were entertained 
overnight in the homes of the church members 
and gathered for tea in the pastor’s home at the 
close of the last retreat session. The morning pe- 
tiods of the first day were under the leadership of 
the Corps Chaplain who gave a devotional Bible 
Study and spoke on “Preaching From The Bible.” 
The afternoon sessions were given over to a dis- 


cussion of the Chaplain’s adjustment to civilian | 


@ again, considered subjectively and objectively. 


Devotions on the second day were conducted by 
a high church Episcopalian and proved to be an 
farnest plea for personal evangelism with a sug- 
gestion as to methods of doing it in the army. This 
was followed by heart-warming relation of per- 
sonal experiences by various chaplains. 


. A Lutheran chaplain chose as his theme, “Pack- 
ing A Punch” and pleaded for all chaplains to 
use the spiritual power which was theirs and ever 
available to perform the vital work of his spiritual 


the less the Living One, because He “became 


ministry to troops. 


This retreat was held on the eve of an impor- 
tant action on the Western Front. It would have 
rejoiced the heart of our church people at home 
to have listened to the earnest spiritual discussions 
by these forty chaplains from many different 
churches and to have seen them close their retreat 
on their knees in prayer asking God’s blessing 
upon themselves and the men to whom they min- 
ister. 


— 


The Evangelistic Crusade 
By Rev. H. H. Thompson, D.D.* 


Our Presbyterian Church can make the period 
March 5th through April 15th a significant 
season. It has been designated a special season “of 
intensive evangelistic effort in every church” of 
the General Assembly; we can be used of the Lord 
to make it a time of ‘unusual blessing. Let us do 
two things to this end: 


First; let us give ourselves faithfully in prayer. 
Our praying should be the confessing of sin as 
practiced in Nehemiah the first chapter, and 
Psalm 51, the re-dedicating of our lives to the 
Lord as called for in Romans 6:13 and 12:1, and 
the claming of the power of the Holy Spirit in 
witnessing as offered in Acts 1:6. Let us devote at 
least half an hour each day to the Word and 
Prayer. 


Second; let us give dedicated effort during these 
six weeks toward leading others to know Jesus 
Christ as Savior. There are many methods that 
may be used; let us select something we can 
do and begin at once doing it. It may be inviting 
some unsaved person to God’s house, it may be 
talking with another on the conversational level 
about the blessing of being a Christian; it may be 
heartily co-operating with the local church in its 
evangelistic program. The important thing is to do 
something definite and real and begin now. As we 
budget our time let us give to God not less than 
an hour each day during this Evangelistic Crusade, 
half an hour for our devotions and half an hour 
for dedicated work. 


*Director of Assembly’s Committee on Evangel- 
ism, 529 North State Street, Jackson, Miss. 


WITH QUIET HEARTS 


Since He is the Living One, we may set our 
faces to the unknown future with quiet hearts, be- 
cause He will be in it what He has been in the 
past, and we may take the prayer on our lips, 
assured of His answer, “Thou hast been my help, 
leave me not, neither forsake me.” | 


Nor need any dread of that “shadow feared of 
man,” which keeps many men “all their life- 
time subject to bondage,” chill our courage; for 
if He lives, we shall live also, and shall pass 
through the last struggle of death as unaffected 
by it in our deepest life, as was He who is none 


dead.” Like Him we shall be “alive for evermore.” 
—Dr. Alexander Maclaren. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For April 
A More Excellent Way 
Introduction For The Month 


During the opening days of the new year I read 
a popular “Outline of World History,” one of 
those books that presents the main facts and 
events of the history of the world in outline form. 
I was struck with the fact that the outline was 
hardly more than the record of one war after an- 
other throughout the years. In our own day the 
world must be described by such words as hatred, 
greed, crime, strife, and war. And already men 
are talking about World War III. Surely there is 
oe way for men to live in the world than 
this. 


In the days of the early church Paul had a 
church that gave him a lot of trouble. It was the 
church at Corinth. Paul heard about the way they 
were acting so he wrote to them, exhorting them 
to purity of life. They wrote back to Paul and 
asked him some specific questions about the prob- 
lems that were bothering the church. Paul then 
wrote them the letter we know as First Corin- 
thians, and in it he answered the things that were 
bothering them. What would you think they were? 
Would they be any different from the things 
that mar our church life today? Read through the 
letter and see. Here are some of them—strife, 
worldly wisdom, indifference to Christ, immorality, 
sexual abuse, loose living, and selfishness even 
at the Lord’s Table. Some of the members had 
special gifts from the Holy Spiirt that were given 
them by the Spirit to use in serving the Lord, but 
they had even misused these in a selfish, proud 
way. So Paul wrote and handled every one of these 
things that were wrong, then after he had answered 
their questions he made this interesting state- 
ment: “Yet I show unto you a more excellent 
way.” (I Corinthians 12:31b). The excellent way 
that he shows us is the very way the world is seek- 
ing, it is just what this world needs. 


Our Young People have chosen these words of 
Paul—A More Excellent Way—as our theme for 
the coming church year. They present to us as 
Christian young people the challenge to find the 
more excellent way in our own lives, to exhibit 
it to the world, and to apply it to all the prob- 
lems over which we have any influence. 


The Theme Picture 

The theme picture for the year is “Christ and 
the Rich Young Ruler,” by Hermann Clementz. 
You will find a good interpretation of the picture 
in “Christ and the Fine Arts,” by Maus. In this 
picture we see written into the face of the young 
man the great spiritual tragedy of a man who for 
a moment faced a more excellent way of life, 
counted the cost in terms of selfish interest, and 
then refused to follow the way. I expect that as 
Christian young people we do not need to know 
so much more about the excellent way, as we need 
to become willing to walk in the way. 


Theme Hymn 

The theme hymn reminds us that when we are 
faced with the challenge of a more excellent way 
we must stir ourselves and rise to action. The 
hymn is William P. Merrill’s “Rise up, O Men of 
God.” He wrote this hymn in response to a re. 
quest for a brotherhood hymn. Today the world 
needs to become a real brotherhood more than 
anything else, and yet we are farther from jj 
today than we have been in a long time. And | 
am afraid that in our church and in our world we 
have had too much sentimental talk about brother. 
hood so that we are farther from the truth of 
Christian brotherhood in our faith and life than 
God ever intended that we be. So as we sing the 
theme hymn we should also search the Scriptures 
to see just who in the world are our Christian 
brothers and what God wants us to do when we 
do rise up as men of the living God. 


First Sunday: Exploring For A 
More Excellent Way. 


Introduction 
The development of countries and nations has 
taken place during the history of the world be- 
cause man has never been satisfied with the 
boundaries of nations as he found them, and so 
when space has become too crowded or conditions 
disagreeable he has gone out exploring to find 
new and better lands. The history of science is 
one long story of how man has faced the problems 
of every day living and by experiment, research, 
and invention has conquered the forces of nature 
and harnessed them for man’s use. The history of 
medical science has been the record of how men 
have explored the realms of medicine and drugs 
to find how better to relieve the pain and suffer- 
ing of the human body. ; 


The spirit of our Christian faith is this same 


spirit. It is that spirit that tells us never to be | 


satisfied with men as they are and the world as it 
is, but to ever’ be marching onward and upward 
to newer and better things in Christ. Let us take 
an exploration trip through the Bible and see 1 
we find there a more excellent way of life. 


| Scriptural Trail | 
1. John 7:17: At the beginning let’s remember 
that God will reveal a more excellent way to us 
only if we are willing to do whatever He says. 


2. Matthew 5:17-20: We must never be satisfied 
with what the people of the past have done, but 
we must go on to new and greater things that 
has for us. | 3 


8. Hebrews 11:32-40: The lives of great char- 
acters of the past, in and out of the Bible, may 
inspire us, but God has some better thing ready 
for us to do. 


4. 1 Corinthians 12:31, and chapter 13: A more 
excellent way than mankind has been following 


is the way of love. Read this 13th chapter of First 


Corinthians in one of the modern speech trans 
lation such as Moffatt’s, Goodspeed’s or Wey: 
mouth’s. These have the things in language mort 


familiar to us than that of the common version 
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5. Romans 5:8 and 5 with 2 Corinthians 5:14- 
15: The way of love for all men is better than the 
way of hatred, strife, and greed that mankind has 
been following, but that love must come from 
God and express itself as God directs or it is not 
the love that makes for a more excellent way. 


6, Mark 3:31-35: When this love has been shed 
abroad in our hearts we are united in the family 
of God with all those who do the will of God. All 
men, regardless of race, color, or culture, who 
have received the lord Jesus are our brothers and 
we are one with them in love. 


7. Luke 10:25-37: We then become ‘like the 
Good Samaritan. He was a man who had a heart 
that felt and a hand that helped in a personal 
way, through service wherever there was need. Sc 


will we be. 


8. Romans 13:1-8: Toward government we will 
have the attitude of loving cooperation. We will 


cooperate with our own government and have love 


for all men no matter what governments they ma 
be under. 


Conclusion 


From this exploration trip through the Bible 
we see that God’s more excellent way of life is 
the way of love, supernatural love born in our 
hearts when we receive the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
as children of God that love seeks to express itself 
through us in loving service to our family, friends, 
neighbors, and men everywhere. The way of this 
kind of love is a more excellent way than men 
have yet tried. 3 


Program 
For the program let the leader introduce the 
program with the introduction for the month, and 
for the topic, then one by one let these passages 
be presented. Choose hymns that have to do with 
God’s love for us and our love for Him. 


Second Sunday: What It Costs To Follow 
More Excellent Way. 


Introduction 

Jesus opened His public ministry with a tour 
of Galilee, and on that tour He preached, taught, 
and healed many diseases. Quite a few folks were 
attracted to Him and followed Him, not knowing 
just what they expected nor had they any idea 
of what He expected of them. One day a certain 
scribe was so impressed with one of Jesus’ miracles 
that he cried out, “Master, I will follow thee 
wheresoever thou goest.” Jesus wanted followers, 
80 we are suprised when he throws cold water all 
over this scribe’s enthusiasm. Jesus answered,”’ 
The foxes have holes, the birds have nests, but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” 
(Matt. 8:19-20) Another disciple came about the 
same time and said,’ Lord, suffer-me first to go 
“ bury my father.’”” We know from the oriental 
idiom that his father was not yet dead, and might 
a be for years to come, but this disciple was 
ae to leave home until he had done his 
ather this honor. Jesus answered Him, “Follow 
1 23). let the dead bury the dead.” (Matt. 


A The scribe was too impulsive, Jesus had to 
— him to stop and count the cost before he 
nt ahead. The other disciple was too reluctant 
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to begin, Jesus had to challenge him to launch 
out. In still another place Jesus warned that, 
“No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
(Luke 9:62). Putting the three together we get 
the message we need. As we examine the more 
excellent way we must not be filled with the en- 
thusiasm of the moment and impulsively say that 
we will really follow the Lord, and we must cer- 
tainly be careful that we are not holding on to 
something that we want so badly that we will not 
let it go in order to do God’s will. But we must 
count the cost, then strike out for the Lord, and 
never turn back. : 


But what will it cost to be a follower of the 
more excellent way? What will it mean prac- 
tically? 


1. Christ, not Self: Galations 2:20. 


It will mean that we will let Jesus Christ rule 
supremely in the throne room of our hearts. Most 
of us want to live for what we want, what we feel 
we have a right to have. But when we are saved 
by the crucified One we are saved by One who 


- died on the cross for us after yielding Himself 


fully to the Father’s will when He prayed in the 
Garden, “Not my will but thine be done.” He 
came delighting to do the Father’s will. Even so 
if we who have received Him are to walk in the 
more excellent way we must walk day by day 


yielded to His will, saying in truth of everything 


in our lives “not my will but thine be done.” Do 
you want to have your way in life? Do you want 
to live to suit yourself? Have you chosen your 
lifework? If you are to realize fully the Christian 
way you must let Christ have His way, let Christ 
choose your work. 


2. God’s Work, not Man’s: Psalm 1. 


But we only know the will of Christ as it is re- 
vealed to us in the Bible, the Word of the living 
God. Men tell us of many things that are good, 
many things that need to be done in our lives and 
in the life of the world; but what they say will 
not always agree with the Bible. The majority 
will go with what men have to say, and it will 
seem easy and more profitable for us to do the 
same. But we must hide God’s Word away in our 
hearts and follow it fully in our lives. 


3. Transformation, not Conformity: 
Romans 12:1-2. 

When we present our bodies unto the Lord 
Jesus Christ and walk according to His precepts 
in the Word we are not conformed to the habits of 
this world, but we are transformed by power divine 
into the likeness of Christ. If we are to walk in 
the way we must care more about the approval of 
God than about public approval. 


4. Purpose, not Drifting: 

Ephesians 4:7-8, 11-15. 
Every one of us who has been born again by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ has been given a 
capacity to do some service for the Kingdom, and 


from the moment we receive Jesus Christ until 
we meet Him face to face we should be develop- 


ing and using that gift. Have you found yours 
yet? You have some gift that God has given 


you and you are given to the church to enrich the 
church by the use of your gift. If you don’t find 
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it your life will be a failure and the church will 
miss a blessing. 


Planning A Program 

The leader could introduce the program with 
the thought expressed in the introduction, and 
then a different person could present the Scrip- 
ture steps and discuss them, the steps in what 
it means to really follow in the way. The leader 
could get materials to show how some great char- 
acters in the history of the church illustrate each 
and every one of these points. Paul is a good 
illustration of how a man comes to live for Christ 
and not self. Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms 
is a good illustration of standing on the Word 
of God alone. Experiences of any missionary would 
furnish good material] to illustrate the last two. 
You might look up the scenes in the lives of these 
great leaders that illustrate the Scriptures, then 
on your program have one young person read the 
passage and then another tell the story of the 
great character. Or if some group had a yen for 
it these four points could be made the topics 
for four Sunday nights, and the group could look 
up the scenes in the lives of great characters and 
several in the group dramatize the scene. It would 
take a lot of work, but it would be fun and very 
helpful. 


Hymns such as “The Son of God Goes Forth to 
War,” “I Would Be True,’ “O Master Let Me 
Walk With Thee,” “I’ll Go Where You Want Me 
To Go,” and “Take My Life,’ would be good to 
use with this topic. 


Third Sunday: Contrasting Ways. 
Introduction 

A few years ago a pastor who was new in our 
town took a group of his young people and started 
for our Young People’s Conference up in an East 
Tennessee town. About forty miles from town the 
road on which he was traveling crossed another 
road. This pastor looked carefully at the signs 
and turned right. He and his group traveled on 
for about fifty miles, thinking all the while that 
they were getting nearer the conference grounds. 
Finally they asked someone how far it was to the 
town in Tennessee they wanted. The man replied, 
“About two hundred miles, but you won’t get 
there the way you are going. You are in Georgia 
and going deeper every mile.’”’ This pastor was 
sincere in the thought that he was on the right 
way, but he was on the wrong way and getting 
farther from where he thought he was going every 
minute. 


Many are traveling that way spiritually. The 
writer of Proverbs said, ‘“‘There is a way that 
seemeth right unto man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death.” (Prov. 16:25) Could it be 
possible that right now while we are considering 
a more excellent way of life than the majority of 
mankind follow that we too are on the broad road 
that leads to destruction? The only way that 
we can see the result of their choices and manner 
of life. When we see them choosing certain things 
that ruined their lives we can rest assured that 
if we make the same choices our lives will be 
ruined, and when they chose things that strength- 
ened their lives the same things will strengthen 
ours. Let’s look at an Old Testament life that 
chose a way of life that looked good but in the 
end turned out bad. 


Scripture Lesson 
In Patriarchal days Abraham and his’ nephew 


Lot traveled about together. But they soon hag 


amassed so much cattle that it was not easy for 
them to find grazing land and water. One day 
Abraham called Lot and told him of this difficulty 
and then he said to him, “Is not the whole land 
before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from 
me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go 
to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, 
then I will go to the left.” (Gen. 13:1-9). Lot 


had to make his choice, and his choices led to oth. 


er choices, note them: 


1. He beheld the plain of Jordan. Gen. 13:10, 
He looked up the Jordan valley and thought of 
how fertile and rich it was and seems never to 
have thought of the sin and evil there. 


2. He chose all the plain of Jordan. Gen. 13:1], 
He chose just what he thought would help him 
financially and socially, he never gave a thought 
to spiritual consequences. 


3. He dwelled in the cities of the plain. Gen. 
13:12. After choosing the Jordan valley and 


getting up close to the cities of the plain their 


wickedness did not look so bad, so he moved with 
his family and lived in the cities. 


4. He pitched his tent toward Sodom. Gen. 13. 
12b-13. After he was at home in the cities he liked 
their way of life, so he began to move toward 
Sodom, the most wicked of them all. 


5. He sat in the gate of the city. Gen. 19:1. 
When the time came for God to‘judge Sodom, Lot 
who began simply in a desire to get the best fi- 
nancial deal for himself that he could, was so a 
part of the life of the city of Sodom that he was 
a member of the city council, for that is what it 
meant to sit in the gate. — 


Just looking at these five steps it looks as if 
his choice had paid him well for he was a success. 


But then God came in judgment. (Chapter 19) © 


Lot got out of Sodom by the skin of his teeth, 
but he had lost the respect of his family, his prop- 
erty was destroyed in Sodom, his wife was killed, 
and he lost the power and blessing of God. In 
judgment he lost not only every thing dear and 
sacred, but also the very property and prestige 
he had been seeking. 


And it is still true today if we choose for self 
and look with desire upon an evil way of life 
it won’t be long until that way does not look 80 
bad and those who walk in it will seem prosperous. 
But if we walk in. that way we are walking in the 
way of death. 


Planning The Program | 

Let some one tell the story of Lot, then let 
each one of his downward steps be read as out 
lined above. Perhaps you would stop on each one 
long enough to discuss how we may make the 
same wrong choices in our lives today. Use such 
hymns as “O Happy Day,” “Jesus I My Cross 
Have Taken,” “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross. 


Fourth Sunday: Deciding To Be A 
Follower Of The Way. 
This fourth program might well be built aroun? 
the theme picture for the year. Secure a copy ° 


Sree ets Oo 


| 
12 
ent 
lea 
Cor 
me 
anc 
0 
ou 
cils 
exe 
whi 
seat 
sha 
I 
hay 
T 
Joh 
are 
Jeg 
glo 
He 
His 
tion 
as ¢ 
K 


Mar. 1945 


the picture, “Christ and the Rich Young Ruler,” | 


and place it in front of the group. Let some one 


read as the Scripture Lesson Luke 18:18-30. Then — 
gome one could give an intérpretation based on — 


the one given in “Christ and the Fine Arts.” This 
could be followed by a discussion of the things 
in our lives that hinder our deciding for Christ 
and His Kingdom today. If there are any in the 

up who have never confessed Christ as Savior 
and united with the church this program might 
be definitely evangelistic and emphasize the initial 
decision to receive Jesus Christ. 


Fifth Sunday: The Challenge Of 
The More Excellent Way. : 


This last program would appeal to the whole 
group for greater consecration to the Christ who 
is the more excellent way and 


0 Men of God.” Introduce the program by read- 
ing 1 Corinthians 14:15, “I will sing with the 
spirit and with the understanding.” Explain that 
in our hymns we must be in the right spirit if 
they are to be acceptable unto God and we must 
understand the meaning of what we sing if they 
are to be helpful to us. Then have some one read 
each of the following passages of Scripture, ex- 
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plain the meaning, and then let the group sin; 
~~ corresponding stanza of “Rise Up O Men of 


1. Philippians 3:4-9: then sing stanza 1. 


2. John 8:44 - Colossians 4:7-9,15 - 1 Peter 
2:17: then sing stanza 2. 


3. Ephesians 6:10-17: then sing stanza 3. 
4. Philippians 3:10-14: then sing stanza 4. 
7 Summary For The Month 


Let the leader close the program by summing 
up the emphasis of the month. All the evils in 
the world declare that the world of men have 
missed the way. Surely there is a better way. 
Christ said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, no man cometh unto the father but by me.” 
(John 14:6) The world has missed the way be- 
cause the world has missed Christ, and the world 
will continue to miss Christ unless we so live 
as to reveal Him to the world. To find the more 
excellent way is to let Christ have His way and 
live His life out through us. As we behold Him 
we must.count the cost, decide for Him, and have 
done with lesser things as we rise in newness of 
life to serve the King of kings. | 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR APRIL 1 
The Author And Perfector Of Our Faith 


Scripture: Matthew 27:57-28:10; Hebrews 
12:1-2. Devotional Reading: Revelation 1:12-18. 


It is not given to mere man to both begin and 
end some piece of work. We begin where others 
leave off, and we leave our work for others to 
complete. This is seen illustrated in every depart- 
ment of life. 


This is not true of Christ. He is the beginning | 


and the end, the first and the last, the Alpha and 
Omega, the Author and Finisher (Perfector) of 
our faith. Our salvation was planned in the coun- 
cils of eternity; it will be completed. He came to 
execute this plan and having finished the work 
which the Father committed to Him, He is now 
seated at the right hand of God, from whence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 


In our Devotional Reading, (Rev. 1:12-18) we. 


have a good introduction. We might call it. 


| The Glory Of The Risen Christ 
These verses give us the glorious vision of 
John on the isle of Patmos. Nowhere in the Gospels 


are we given a description of the appearance of | 


Jesus as a man. We see a little of His transfigured 
glory on the mount. But John describes Him as 
€ appeared, the great Head of the church, after 
18 ascension. Read again and again this descrip- 
ey he, do not wonder that John fell at His feet 


Keep verse 18 in mind: “I am He that liveth, 


and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for ever- 
more, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of 
death.”? The church has a living Christ as its Head, 
and we Christians have a living Christ as our daily 
Companion. We, too, say Amen! 3 


Now, let us come back to our first Scripture 
passage, (Matt. 27:57 - 28:10). In this historical 
account we are told of ; 


‘The Pact Of The Rites Chrict 


Someone has well said that this is “the best 
proved fact in history.” : 


We have in verses 57-61 the burial of Christ. 
Isaiah had said that He would be with the rich 
in His death, so we find that “there came a rich 
man of Arimathaea, named Joseph” to beg of 
Pilate the body and to bury it in his new tomb. 
Although both Nicodemus and Joseph seemed to 
be timid and secret disciples they showed real 
courage and love at this time. We honor them for 
this beautiful deed. 


We also honor the two Marys as they sat over 
against the sepulchre. 


Verses 62-66 record the “smart” move of the 
chief priests and Pharisees. It is strange how 
wicked men think they can thwart the plans cf 
God. As the Psalmist says, “‘they take counsel to- 
gether against the Lord and against His Anoint- 
ed,’”’ but how foolish and futile for feeble man to 
try to keep God in a tomb! “He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh.”’ 


Pilate said, “Make it as sure as ye can.” Is 


345 

ad 
or 
lay | 

ind 

om | 
go 

ot 

th- 
of 
to 
11, 

en. 
ind 
eir 

ith 

13- 
ced 

Lot 
fi- | 

was 

if 
19) | 
th, 
Op- 

ed, 
and 
ige 
self 

life 

80 
US. 
the 

yut- 

one 

the 

OSs 

ag,” 


Page 18 


there a bit of irony here? Did the old heathen 
coward have an inkling of the truth? We cannot 
say. He may have been doing a good deal of think- 
ing since his wife sent him that warning, and he 
had witnessed Jesus’ marvellous calmness in the 
face of His enemies and heard His words, ‘‘Here- 
after shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the 


right hand of power, and coming in the clouds 


of heaven.” 


“What does God care about a “seal” and a | 


“‘watch’’! 


Women were “the last at the cross and the first 
at the sepulchre.’”’ No woman betrayed or denied 
Him. Love made them linger on Calvary and 


brought them early to the tomb. They came > 


bringing sweet spices to annoint His body with no 
thought of any resurrection. All they expected to 
find was the dead body of the Lord. Mark tells 
us (Mk. 16:3) that they asked the question, 
“who shall roll us away the stone’? They knew 
the stone was heavy; perhaps they knew nothing of 
the seal and the watch, or other questions would 
have disturbed their minds. 


Let us notice the very different treatment ac- 


corded the “keepers” and the “women”. The keep- 
ers quaked and became as dead men.”’ Well may 
those who try to stop the work of God, quake, 
when He manifests His power. But the angel said 
to the women “fear not.” Those who love the 
Lord need have no fear in His presence. Of course 
we have reverence and godly fear, but not the 
kind the wicked have. 


Verse 6 is our great challenge to unbelief: “He 
is not here.”? The Mohammedan can “point with 
pride,” if he wishes, to the tomb of their false 
prophet and his remains in the tomb. We can 
point to an empty tomb and say: “He is not here, 
He is risen.” 


The saddest spot in the world becomes the 
gladdest. spot in the world when this truth breaks 
upon their consciousness in all its meaning. Now, 
indeed, they can have real joy down in their 
hearts. This note of transcendent joy pervades the 
whole New Testament church. 


No wonder the angel said, “Go quickly and 
tell”. Here is the greatest and best news that ever 
fell on the ears of sinful, suffering, sorrowing, 
dying men. This message has brought more sun- 
shine into the world than any other message of 
the Word of God. The message of the angels, 
“A Savior is born,” is a glorious song; the truth 
that “Christ died for our sins,’ is a marvelous 
truth; but this is the climax, with its necessary 
corollary, ““He is coming again.’”’ God has sealed 
tear His approval all of the Savior’s sacrificial 
wor e 


We, like the women, leave the place with “fear 
and great joy.” This is a place for holy reverence 
and heart-felt, overpowering joy. Has the great 
fact of the Risen Christ and all this means, taken 
hold upon our lives? 


In our second passage, Heb. 12:1-2, we have 


The Inspiration Of The Risen Christ 


There is a great cloud of witnesses watching us 
“run the race” and we get inspiration and en- 
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couragement from them all, but we are looki 
unto Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith 
for our main help. He is not only the “Author but 
the “Object” of our faith. He ran His race, and 
a a race it was. He finished His great work 
or us. 


There is a race for us. It is run by faith, the 
faith of the Son of God, who “loved me and gave 
Himself for me.” He who has begun a good work 
in us will complete, finish, perfect, that work. One 
day we shall be presented faultless before the 
throne. We are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation. 


His resurrection means victory. Now, we, like 
the eccentric preacher, can name our two feet, 
“Glory” and “Hallelujah”, for no matter how 
rough the path, or tiresome the race course, He, 
our Risen Lord goes with us all the way! ee 


LESSON FOR APRIL 8 
The Book And The Faith 


Scripture: Psalm 145; Proverbs 2:1-9; II Cor. 
3:1-8; II Peter 1:21. Devotional Reading: Psalm 
119:153-160. 


“Quicken me” or “Revive me’’—Three times in 


this stanza of the 119 Ps. these words occur— 
“according to thy word,” “according to thy judg- 
ments,” “according to thy lovingkindness,” (See 
verses 154, 156, 159). What is there in the Bible 
that quickens, revives, makes us live? In our de- 
votional reading and in the _ other § scripture 
passages we have for our study today we can see 
why the Word of God is “living and active and 
sharper than a two-edged sword. Two great rea- 
sons are stated here: (1) It is true from the be- 
ginning. (2) It endureth forever. 


The Bible is far removed from other “ancient 
books.” It is not a record of an “evoluting” race 
of men trying to find God,” feeling after Him, if 
haply they might find Him.’’ No! It is the revela- 
tion of a Holy God to fallen and sinful men. It 
teaches us what we are to believe concerning God 
and what God requires of us. If we “attend 
thereunto with diligence, preparation and prayer; 
receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our 


hearts, and practice it in our lives,’’ it will become 


effectual to salvation. In other words it will 
“quicken” us. The Spirit uses His Word to make 
dead souls alive. 


Why can we put our faith in “this Book,” and 


how does it give life? These and other questions - 


may be partly answered as we study the passages 
before us today. 


Psalm 145 

In this Psalm we have (1) The character 0 
God, and (2) The character of His Kingdom, oF 
region. It is a very good place to “behold our 
God.’”? The God of the Bible is worthy of all the 
praise that men can render to him. We “extol, 
“bless,” “praise,” “speak,” “declare,” “sing”, 
“talk” of His name works, majesty, greatness, 
goodness, great mercy, glory, power, righteousness 
etc. This God who is so Holy and full of majesty 


and glory opens His hand and satisfies the desire 


of all His creatures, He is nigh unto all that « 
upon Him in truth, upholds all that fall, and raises 
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up those that be bowed down. We could spend all 
our time, and much more, in meditating upon the 
wondrous character of our God as described in 
these verses, the marvelous attributes ascribed to 


_ Him, and the nature of His “everlasting kingdom” 


which shall endure to all generations. Packed in 
these verses there is much of what we are to 
believe concerning God, and our duty to worship 
and praise Him. 


Contrast this picture of the living and true God 
with the kind of “gods” we find in other “ancient 
books” such as the sacred books of the so-called 
“religions” of the world and you easily see why 
these are but a groping in the dark, while the 
Bible is a revelation from Heaven. We can trust 
a Book that reveals such a God. We know it came 
from the father of light. 


Proverbs 2:1-9 


“Wisdom,” “knowledge,” “understanding.” How 


diligently men seek these! How few really find 


them! A great part of Proverbs is taken up with 


the subject of “‘wisdom.”’ (see chapters 1-4). 


There is a wisdom of this world which makes 
men proud, vain, foolish; and some of this is 
found in colleges and universities and in scien- 
tific and philosophical writings, there is the wis- 
dom from beneath, which is “earthly, sensual, 
devilish.” Some of this finds its way into insti- 


tutions of learning, and books written by atheists — 
and materialistic philosophers. It is at the root of 


much of the world’s woe today. Nations and men 
are following lies and delusions which have 
usurped the name of “wisdom.” 


There is a good deal of wholesome wisdom in 


some of the “ancient books”, mixed with a lot of 


foolishness and “‘trash.”’ 


In the Bible we have the wisdom which comes 
down from above, “For the Lord giveth wisdom: 
out of His mouth cometh knowledge and under- 
standing.” (Verse 6). Its beginning is the fear of 
the Lord and its end is the knowledge of God 
which is eternal life. “This is life eternal, that they 
might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:8). It 
makes us wise unto salvation and makes us under- 
stand righteousness, justice, equity, and every good 
path. (Vs. 9). 


We can trust a Book like this. It must come 
m God. 


II Corinthians 3:1-8 


The best recommendation a minister can have is 


people who have been made alive by “the word of 
faith which we preach.” The Word is a savor of 
death to some, but it a savor of life to others. 
Thank God for these “others”. They are our letter 
of commendation. (Vs. 1). 


Men of the world read US, not the written : 


ord. As someone has said, “We are the world’s 
ag Are we giving the correct translation? 


We are also the “epistle of Christ.” The best 
Dlace to write the Bible is in the heart. “Thy 
Word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin 
‘ainsi Thee.” The only Person who can do this 
Witing is the Holy Spirit. Is He writing it daily 


upon our hearts? Let us not be content until the 
written Word becomes the living Word, engraved 
upon our souls. Our sufficiency here, as in all 
things, is of God. (Verses 3-5). , 


There is progress in the revelation from God. 
The Law was given before the Gospel. The one is 
a preparation for the other, and leads us, as a 
schoolmaster, to Christ. If the Law, holy, just and 
good, was glorious as it came from the hand 
of God engraved on stone, how much more glori- 
ous is the Gospel when’ written by the Spirit 
upon our hearts! What a wonderful privilege to 
of the glorious Gospel of Jesus 

Ss 


Is any “thrill” in the world equal to the thrill of 
preaching such a Gospel and witnessing its trans- 
forming power in the lives of men and women? 
(Verses 6-8). 


II Peter 1:21 


Here is the explanation of all we have been 
saying about the Bible. Why can the Word of 
God quicken us; why does it give such a clear and 
beautiful picture of God and His kingdom; why 
is it the fountain of wisdom! why and how can 
it write itself upon the fleshy tables of the heart, 
and transform us into living epistles of Christ, 
known and read of all men? i 


Listen to Peter as he tells us why: “For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of | 
man; but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” Here is the only 
explanation of this Book and its power to set men 
free and give life. 


This is not man’s book. The mind of man and 


- the will of man did not bring it into being. The 


Book is ‘‘God-breathed.”? God used men to write 
it, but the thoughts and the words were inspired 
by the Spirit of God. 


Such a Book is worthy of our faith. We are not 
trusting cunningly devised fables, or the philosophy 
of wise men of the world; we are putting our 
trust in the infallible Word of the living God. 


Do we read it and preach it and receive it as 
our rule of faith and practice? 


LESSON FOR APRIL 15 
Pioneers Of Faith 


Scripture: Genesis 12:50; Gen. 12:1-9, 17:1-8, 
Acts 7:2-18; Heb. 11:8. Devotional Reading: He- 
brews 12:1-6. 


There is something thrilling about the very 
word “Pioneer.” We think of a Columbus and 


three little ships sailing an unknown sea, of a 


Danie] Boone, of the “Covered Wagons” that 
wended their way across an unknown country. 


But our main inspiration comes not from men, 
however great they may have been, but from 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who ran a better race 
and witnessed a nobler confession before many 
witnesses, and thus became both the author and 
finisher of our faith. We look to Him, not to 
Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob, for the grace and 
strength to “so run_ that we may obtain.” He 
resisted unto blood, He died that we might have 
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life. Are we to complain at a little “‘chastening”’ 
from the hand of God? We sometimes think our 
life hard and discouraging. When we are tempted 
to doubt Him, or to doubt God’s love, let us go 
again to Calvary’s cross and watch Him die! 


So much for our introduction, as suggested by 
our Devotional Reading—Hebrews 12:1-6. 


Now let us turn to our Scripture passages. Note 
that the whole of Genesis from chapter 12 to 
50 is the background for our lesson. These chap- 
ters give the story of the patriarchs from Abram 
to Joseph. We might well go back to Abel. We 
center our attention on Abraham. 


Genesis 12:1-9 


We have in Verse 1 the call of Abram to leave 
country, kindred, and home, and go to a land that 
God would show him. The promise follows in 
Verse 2: “I will make of thee a great nation,”’ 
and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing.’”’ We all know how 
gloriously this promise has been fulfilled. Also 
the third verse: “‘and I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee,” and 
especially the last clause of the verse: “and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” We 
Gentile Christians can thank God for that part of 
the verse, for Christ, of the seed of Abraham is 
our Lord and Savior. 


The next Werse records Abraham’s prompt 
obedience. According to James, this is what proves 
Abram’s faith to be a living faith. Is our faith 
today of this sort? “Trust and Obey” is good 
theology, as well as a good hymn. 


Lot went with his uncle, but Lot was like a 
pigmy walking beside a giant. He had enough 
faith to save him, but not enough to make him 
either happy or useful: he could be “vexed” by 
sin, but could not win the sinners. Before we con- 
demn him too severely, let us examine our own 
hearts. Does our life “ring true” so that our testi- 
mony counts for our Master? 


When Abram gets to the land of Canaan God 


appears again to renew His promise and enlarge 
upon it, making it more definite: “‘unto thy seed 
will I give this land.” (Vs. 7) God encourages 
us as we follow by faith. When the way grows 
hard and the Canaanites are about us, He helps us. 
As we build our altars and call on Him, He 
answers our call. Do we realize that He travels 
with us? 


Genesis 17:1-8 


When Abram is 99 years old God appears again. 


to renew the promise and turn it into the form of 
a “Covenant”, an “agreement between two or 
more persons’’. 


Abram’s part was “to walk before Me and 
be thou perfect.”” The word means “upright” 
or “sincere.’’? God looks for absolute sincerity on 
the part of those who enter into a covenant with 
Him. Do we think of this as we should when we 
take sacred “‘vows’—the marriage vow, the vow 
of membership in His church, or at our Com- 
munion season? 


God also changes Abram’s name to Abraham, 


“for a father of many nations have I made thee.” 


This is to be an everlasting covenant, and Pales. 
tine an everlasting possession. The seal, or token 
of this covenant is circumcision. In the “Ney 
Covenant,” we are sealed by the Holy Spirit. 


Acts 7:2-18 


Stephen, in his eloquent defense before the 
Jewish nation, reviews some of the leading points 
in their history. He adds some interesting details 
that throw light on our subject. He says that a). 
though God promised the land to Abraham and his 
seed, that Abraham himself had no inheritance 
in it. That was reserved for his seed. The great. 
ness of Abram’s faith comes out in this and ip 
the fact that, as yet, he had no children. God 
also revealed to him that “his seed should sojourn 
in a strange land,” and that He would “judge” 
that nation. _ sd evidently talked to Abraham fre. 
quently, for Abraham and God were “friends.” 

Stephen includes Isaac, Jacob, the _ twelve 
patriarchs, and Joseph as pioneers of faith and 
shows how God kept his promise to Abraham 
be ant He brought Israel out of Egypt under 

oses. 


Hebrews 11:8-22 , 


This is the great “Honor Roll” of the heroes 
of faith, beginning with Abel, Enoch, Noah, and 
giving a long list of well-known and little-known 
men and women whom God sees fit to honor. 
These are people of whom’ the world was not 
worthy, but God counted them worthy. We are 
looking at Abraham as one of the greatest on 
the “Roll.” 


“He went out, not knowing whither he went.” 
(Vs. 8). It was a real walk of faith. When we see 
and know where we are going, it requires little 
faith, but to walk out into an unknown and un- 
seen future takes real faith. “We walk by faith 
not by sight.’””’ Who knows what our future con- 
tains for us or our children? : 


His faith took him beyond the land of Pales- 
tine. “He looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.” (Vs. 10). 


These men were “strangers and pilgrims. 
Would we not live better lives if we also “con- 
fessed” that very evident fact? We ought to pass 
the time of our sojourning here in ‘fear’, the 
sort of fear which leads to real faith. 


We feel that a good way for us to close this 
lesson would be to most earnestly and_ sincerely 
breathe from our hearts the prayer, “Lord, in- 
crease our faith.” “Pioneers of Faith’ are needed 
today. Will you be one? | 


LESSON FOR APRIL 22 — 
The Founding Of The Nation 


Scripture: Exodus (Especially chapters 18 - 


20); Numbers; Acts 17:17-44. For special study 
Ex. 18:19-24; 19:3-8; 20:1-7. Devotional Reading: 
Mark 12:28-34. 


Introduction: Devotional Reading 

In our devotional reading we are reminded agai 
that leve is the fulfilling of the law. Real love 
to God and love to men is the finest foundation 
not only for a person’s life, but for national life. 
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The other requirements for a strong nation will 
follow if we have these two. Let us remember, 
however, that love to God must come first. 


Back of our study today we have the two books 
of Exodus and Numbers. In the first we have 
Israel redeemed from the slavery of Egypt; in the 
other we have Israel trained in the wilderness. 
This is the right order, both for nations and for 
men—first, redeemed; then, trained. We often 
try to reverse this order with disasterous results. 


Exodus 18:19-24: Wise, Practical Adviee. 


These words of advice were given by Moses’ 
father-in-law, Jethro. Some have thought, there- 
fore, that they were merely the words of a wise 
“man of the world,’”’ but in verse 23 we find 
that they are conditioned on an “if”: “If thou 
shalt do this thing, and God command thee so.”’ 
From this statement it appears certain that God 


endorsed the plan. It seems a very wise and prac- — 


tical plan. 


The whole burden of judging Israel was too 
heavy for one man, and also too tiresome for 
the people. (see verses 13-17). Think of all the 
petty cases and all the details of such a position! 
He would find himself like the apostles in the 
early days of the church when the seven deacons 
were chosen to help in the work. 


Let us examine his advice: 


Moses was to continue to bring their cases 
to God, and to settle the hard problems that 
arose, and to teach them the ordinances and laws 
of God. Here was a great work. He, like the 
apostles, was to give himself to this. 


Then he was_ to provide out of all the-people 
men to help him. Verse 21 ought to be written on 
the corner-stone of every public building in our 
land, and every other land. Suppose it were the 
guiding principle in electing and appointing men 
to public office in America! What a country, and 
what national and state governments we would 
have. Study these qualifications for office. Every 
public servant from the top to the bottom ought 
to be made to stand this test. | 


1, “Able men.” No man should be elected or 
appointed to a position of public trust unless he 


has the ability needed for that particular job. Not 


because he is a “friend,” or a “party man,”. or 
In need of a “‘job’’. 7 


2. “Such as fear God.’’ So many men in public 
office today are “godless”? men. Some are worse. 
They even take God’s name in vain. But perhaps 
the most of them simply “leave God out.” Such 
men have no place in public office in a nation 
that calls itself “Christian.” 


3. “Men of truth.” Men who do not talk two 
ways, one way when they are running for office, 
and another way after they are elected. In our 
day the ability to deceive and “fool” the voters is 
the mark of a smart politician. 


m, “Hating covetousness.” Back of our political 

€ today there is so much graft and greed and 

eegubtion that we tremble for the future of our 
nd. All other nations have fallen through exactly 


These words of Jethro have never been im- 
proved on as a test for office. If we could apply 
this searching test to all public men, we would 
get rid of our large surplus of such men and do 
something monumental in the way of nation- 


Moses was wise enough to take good advice. 
Not all leaders are as wise. He proved his great- 
ness by allowing others to help him. 

In Exodus 19:3-8 we have 


A Very Beautiful Promise. 


This promise is conditional. Most Bible promises 
are. 


In verse 4 there is a touching reminder of what 
God had done for them. “I bare you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself.” What a true 
and tender picture of God’s dealings with Israel! 


“Now therefore.” Then comes the condition. 
“If ye will obey my voice and keep my covenant.” 
God does not bind himself to a disobedient and 
faithless people. The conditions are very plain 
and simple. (Compare other promises). 


What does the promise contain? 1. “Ye shall 
be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people.”’ 
Is not God still looking for a “‘peculiar people, or 
treasure’? (See Titus 2:14). 2. “A kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation. Compare this with 1 
Peter 2:9. 


Moses brings this proposition before the peo- 
ple, and they agree in these words, (Vs. 8), “‘All 
that the Lord hath spoken we will do.’’ How easy 
to say; how impossible to ‘‘do”’! Do we not make 
promises as glibly and break them as quickly? 
—— we condemn Israel, let us search our own 

earts. 


Exodus 20:1 - 17: Holy, Just Good Laws. 
This is one of the most familiar portions of 


God’s Word. These “Ten Commandments” form 


a perfect foundation for a nation or a man. 
God’s Holy Law is but the expression of His Holy 
character. 


While we can never be saved by the Law, but 


only by the grace of God through faith in Christ, 


yet the Law remains as a schoolmaster to bring 
us to Christ and as a standard—a perfect standard 


for human conduct and character. “By the 


deeds of the law can no flesh be justified,” for 
no mere man since the fall is able to keep the 
law of God, but doth daily break it in thought, | 
word, and deed. Thank God for Jesus Christ who 
kept the law, paid its penalty, and saves us by 
His marvellous grace! All this is gloriously true. 


But the law is neither to be despised, or neg- 
lected. We are to preach it in order that men 
may see their sin and cry out for mercy; after we 
are saved by grace, it is one of the standards 
for conduct, both as individuals and as a nation. 
The law of our land is, or ought to be, based on 
the Ten Commandments. A country founded on 
the perfect Law of God will have a firm foun- 
dation. 


Conclusion 
Our Golden Text forms a fit conclusion for our 
lesson. “Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin 
is a reproach to any people.” The thing which will 
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weaken and destroy America, as it did Israel, is 


sin. The one thing which will make America great 
is righteousness. 


But let us say in the words of the old negro 
_ preacher: “It is imported, imputed, imparted, 
righteousness.”’ Listen to the great patriot, and 
greater theologian in Rom. 10:1-4: “Brethren, my 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved. For I bear them record 
that they have a zeal of God, but not according 
to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, and going about to establish their 
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth.” This is the righteousness America 
needs. This is the righteousness You and I need. 


Have you accepted Him as your righteousness, 
your Savior? If so, you can help to found a great 
America. 


LESSON FOR APRIL 29 
Settlement And Struggles In Canaan 


Scripture: Joshua, Judges, Ruth: Printed text: 
Judges 2:6-7, 11 - 12; 18-19; 6:11-16. Devotional 
Reading: Psalm 37:1-11. 


Joshua, Judges, Ruth 


These three books are a large assignment. Just 
a word or two about these books before we take 
up the Devotional Reading and the Printed text. 


Joshua | 

Joshua records the account of the Conquest 
and Settlement of the land of promise. Its human 
hero is Joshua, but he would be the last to claim 
that he was in any sense a “super-man.’”’ He need- 
ed all the encouragement God gave him in the 
first chapter of the book where He speaks to him 
and exhorts him to be strong and of a good 
courage. As he faced his great task and the ter- 
rible enemies, with a weak army, he could not but 
feel the need of God’s help. 3 


In his closing address Joshua gives God all the 
credit for his success as a military leader. “Not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things which 
the Lord your God spake concerning you” (Josh. 
23:14). He earnestly entreats the people to prove 
themselves worthy—to be faithful and true to 
God, and utters his personal pledge, “as for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 


Under his brilliant, God-inspired leadership vic- 


tory after victory was won, a large part of the | 


land was conquered and divided among the tribes 
of Israel, and complete success seemed assured, 
but certain nations were left to “try them.” 


Judges 
“Judges is a book of ‘ups and downs’; 
Sometimes God’s face shines, and sometimes 
frowns; 
Into sin the people often fall, 
In misery and defeat, upon God call. 


He pities; raises up man after man, 

‘Judges,’ called, who by His help can 
Defeat the enemy, bring peace, rest; 
Again sin comes, foes sorely oppress.’’ 


This period has sometimes been called Israe)', 
Dark Ages. Things seemed to move in “cycles” 
First, Israel would sin, then God would delive, 
them to their enemies; in their distress they would 
call upon Him and He would raise up a “judge” 
who would rescue the land from the oppressor 
They would be faithful to God as long ag the 
judge lived—perhaps—and would lapse into sin,” 
‘“‘Backslide.” The process would be repeated. | 


Ruth 


“Like a star twinkling on a dark night, 
Or a diamond with its radiance bright, 
Or from ignorance dense, bursts the truth— 
In this dark age, shines the book of Ruth,” | 


The beautiful story of Ruth, a story of the time 
of the Judges, illustrates the fact that God always 
has a “Remnant” who are true to Him, even 
though the days are “dark and dreary.’ In Boaz 
we have a simple, good man. In Ruth, a Gentile 
joining the Jewish race, in a most touching “pro- 
fession of faith” in the God of Israel. The sto 
links up the lineage of David. _ : 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 37:1-11. 


This forms a good background for our study. It 
tells us that evil doers will be cut down like the 
grass and wither as the green herb. This was true 
of the Seven Condemned Nations, for the cup of 
their iniquity was now full.:It was equally true, 
however, of God’s people. When they sinned, they 
were chastised. The’ only safe path is to trust 
God. We are to commit our way unto the Lord, 
trust also in Him, and He will bring it to pass. 
We are to rest in Him, wait patiently for Him. In 
spite of what seems to be the contrary, ‘“‘the meek 
shall inherit the earth and delight themselves in 
of peace.” What a promise for 
today 


Judges 2:6-7 : 

These verses describe the period immediately 
following the death of Joshua. The people went to 
their inheritance. They served the Lord all the 
days of Joshua and of the elders who outlived 
Joshua. What an influence for good a man of faith 
can have upon a whole nation! Let us pray that 
God may give us such leaders today. . 


Judges 2:11-12 


“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight 
of the Lord.” With sickening. frequency this fatal 


phrase occurs. It always marks the beginning of 


a spiritual, moral, and national depression. They 
forsook the Lord and followed the false gods of 
the nations around them. To follow the fashion of 


_ the world has been the trap used by the devil to 


catch God’s children in all ages. It still works as 
well as new. Many of our own generation are 
being caught in the snare and are falling down 
before our modern gods—fashion, pleasure, drunk- 
enness, immorality, unbelief, and _ others too 
numerous to mention. Our temperance application 
comes in well at this point. “Come out and be 
separate saith the Lord.” 


Judges 2:18-19 


Here the faith cycle is given, as it occurred 
over and over again. Why do nations and ind: 
viduals never learn the lesson? 


‘The Lord raised up judges and was with the 
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judges. He felt sorry for them, “grieved” for — 


the misery of Israel, as they groaned under the 


4 "Judge was dead, or before, they went back 


to their old ways. “Such backsliding, such stub- 


hornness,” you say, and yet are we any better? Do 
we not quickly forget God’s deliverances and 


turn to folly? 


Judges 6:11-16 


Gideon is one of the best and most noted of 
these judges. He was a simple, humble man, busy 
with his farming, and seemingly not very good 
material for a leader or deliverer, as he hid from 
the Midianites. But God selected this rather un- 
promising man to lead His people to victory. He 


ssor’s hard hand, in awful slavery. But when © 
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was a cautious man. He desired signs and proofs 
that God was really ealling him, but when satis- 
fied, he became a most efficient leader. 


His success is saddened by sin. None of these 
men were perfect. They were not extraordinary 
men, but ordinary men who trusted an extraordi- 
nary God. Cannot the same God use some ordinary 
men now, if we will trust Him? 


Is there not the same relation between sin, 
sorrow, and slavery, now as in the days of the 


judges? 


Is not the need for repentance as great? And 
also the need for leaders who will put their faith 
in our God? 


Persona Evangelism 


By Rev. T. E. P. Woods, D.D.* 


I. Desire. 


Desire to see a soul saved is the beginning. If 
you do not have that, you will not go any further. 
Of course, I am now talking to you as a real 
Christian; as one who has been born again, one 
who knows that he has been saved by the blood, 
one who is in Christ, and who knows Him. Such 
are the only ones who have a desire that leads 
to personal evangelism. These are happy in know- 


ing that they have been released from the prison © 


house of sin, from the kingdom of darkness into 
the kingdom of light, and who want to tell about 
it, But still more, they want to get others to en- 
joy the same happiness of release. 


The men Jesus healed of leprosy, lameness, and 
blindness told everybody they saw what He had 
done for them. Theirs was a hilarious joy that 
would not be quenched. True, it was a bit of 
selfishness on the part of many of them. They did 
not stop to think if their case would be interesting 
to others. They had been healed, and they wanted 
to tell the world about it. They were like some of 
our people who have undergone a serious hospital 
operation successfully and want to tell anybody 
all the harrowing details. They are not trying to 
get you to go to the hospital; they are just ex- 
pressing their feelings. 


But some of the people on whom Jesus per- 
formed major operations deep down in their souls 
had another and a nobler desire. They brought 
others to Jesus. Andrew and James brought their 
brothers. Philip brought Nathaniel. The woman 
of Sychar invited a whole village to come and 
gs man who had probed the depths of her 


II. Contact. 


Contact, then, is the next thing. Getting in 
touch with your friend whom .you want to bring 
contact with Jesus. You really do not have any- 
thing else to do after that except to rejoice; for 
~ knows how to handle men better than we 


But what a hard job it is for us to do this 
simple thing. We fear our weakness; we may say 


the wrong thing; we don’t know what to say; they 
won’t believe us; we have never tried it before. 
And so we go on with excuse after excuse. You 
remember Moses tried that on God when God 
called him in the wilderness to go back to Egypt 
and tell the children of Israel to come out, and 
tell Pharaoh to let them go out. 


Moses said, ““‘Who am I?” - - “Who are you?” 
- - “They won’t believe me.” - - “I can’t talk.” 
- - “Oh, well, then, I’ll have to go, for who can 
resist you.” 


God was right patient with Moses and answered 
all his excuses kindly up to that last remark 
(which, by the way, is not an exact quotation but 
shows how Moses felt,) then, we are told, the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, 
and He told Moses what he thought of him. 


I wonder sometimes if the Lord’s anger is not 
kindled against us when we try to get out of 
tasks that we ought to accept with joy. Do we 
hesitate thus in introducing earthly friends? But 
you say this is a different matter; the two earthly 
friends are actually present. Well, how about 
showing your friend a picture of another whom 
you love? You have a picture of that One who is 
altogether lovely, the chiefest among ten thou- 
sand; a picture painted by masters. You know 
every light and shadow of that picture, for you 
have gone over it a thousand times in your medi- 
tations in the secret place where you meet Him. 
You have talked with Him and He has talked with 


you, and has told you, “I am with you always, 


even unto the end of the world.” - - “Fear not.” 


With that assurance can you not say to the 
friend in whom you are interested, “I want you 
to meet my best Friend and let Him be your best 
Friend too?” 


Ill. Tact. 


Here is where you will have to drop the “con” 
and leave the “tact”. Tact is the actual touching. 
Contact was getting hold of your friend and bring- 
ing him into the Presence. Now you must put his 
hand into the hand of Jesus Christ. This is the 
rea] test of persona] evangelism. Any child of 
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God can engage in it—if he will. It is more effec- world and preach the Gospel is my mare 
tive than mass evangelism, because it is more inti- order. If I and all other Christans obey this, w 
mate. You and he are alone together with God. shall change this old world. There will be no nae 
What you have to say to him, he cannot shift to wars. This terrible Pi 
any one else, as he might do in an assembly. It Rs aS | re 
calls for your best manners, your deepest courtesy. But,” I interrupted, “that does not answer my y 
You are the representative of Jesus Christ, a question. Have you really accepted Him as your 
royal Sebeeendor. You x not have to charge your substitute, as the One who died for you?” 0 
friend with sin; he is deeply conscious of it and ‘ ; a 
will tell you about it if he trusts you. You must | Fo nnd pore = a I think | Y 
command his trust. Your approach is_ through I 1” Mevb did He was and 
friendly interest and love; this cannot be as- T ch sald not pray as in 
sumed; it must be real. If your soul is charged Pee th been pray- al 
with these forces, the Spirit of Jesus Christ can pr the pores gery when he 
use you in spite of your feeling of inability; and Can Suswer that question in the good old fashioned ft 
He will use you. It is not your ability that gets Thee = S 1 aaa whe Go qa” T accept 
results; it is God’s power. Your faith puts you in os Oe ey . of 
touch with His power; His power operates through 
you and in the one with whom you talk. “Chattanooga, Tenn. : 
Do not prolong the conference. Importunity ————— di 
often of the most con- 
ferences I have had lasted only a few minutes. 7 
Some longer ones became stale. Stewardship 
: Be in 2 state of prayer during the entire con- ‘Mark 11:3: “The Lord hath need of him.” - 
erence. Ask God to show you the opportune time 01 
to pray aloud with your friend. Make the prayer on 
brief and definite. Ask him to pray. If he can, But most gladly give back to Thee ' cht 
it may be the evidence that the Holy Spirit is That Thou hast freely given me al 
already working in his heart. Encourage him by Giving cheerfully : go 
telling him that only born-children of God can : yor 
really pray. If I can live down here below, - 
Do not argue with him about debatable ques- tw 
? tions. You are not there to discuss higher criticism. A dark heart on some stormy ni + kil 
theological views, or trends of human philosophy. Make saw tite licht! let 
Your duty is to introduce him to Christ as simply | , y _ a 
: as you can; to ask him to trust the Lord Jesus If dearest “‘things”’ I call my own er 
Christ and accept Him as his Saviour. No need Are needed by Thee on the throne; f : 
to argue about that. You know that it is so; or - Talents, money, possessions, time; re 
you don’t. If you don’t, there is no use in starting May I not hesitate, decline a 
anything with anybody else; your own need is To make them all Thine. st 
apparent, and, until that is met, you had better _ 
count yourself out as an evangelist. If “word in season” I can speak | Kill 
To sinners who salvation seek, 
IV. Success or Failure: Which? Or comfort those in deep distress, io 
Personal evangelism was the method of Jesus. Upon whom life’s sad sorrows press; fi 
But He did not always succeed. It did not dis- My speaking, guide, bless. | nas 
courage Him; He kept on. Master, if Thou hast need today am 
A few weeks ago, I was talking with a minister Of me, or what I have, I pray for 
of the Gospel. We were discussing missions, a That I may willingly place all oe H 
subject on which he seemed fired with holy zeal. On the altar, subject to call; 
But something he said made me stop the discussion Whether large or small. 1. 
and ask him definitely, | Thus make my life, my work, sublime, — _ 
“Brother A , have you ever accepted Jesus A faithful stewardship divine; oo will 
Christ as your personal Saviour?” Holy partnership with my Friend; | and 
May I say “yes,” Lord; not pretend; | ve 
“Now wait a minute,” he said, “that calls for For Thy sake, Amen. | a 
some discussion.” —H. G. 
“Why?” I said. om 
| en 
your We are able to ~ 4 copies of the 
: carrying articles on the Church Union question bri 
“I know of but two: Yes or no. What other This is a sixteen-page reprint same size page ® tai 
answer do you suggest?” — page. It carries to 
an omments of Major W. Calvin Wells on 
“Well, I do accept Jesus as my teacher and proposed “Plan of Reunion.” We would like for _ 
guide. He has saved me from ignorance and sin every Minister, Elder, Deacon or other interes! in t] 
by showing me the way of life. His teachings have member in our Church to have a copy of this = a ms 


inspired me. -His command to go into all the print carrying these valuable articles. — 2 
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A Preacher Father’s Letter To His Soldier Son 


West Point, Miss. 
July 23, 1944. 
My Dear Son: | | 

Your good long letter came some days ago. 
One of your statements struck your father with 
, pain as if a knife had cut deep into his heart. 
You said, “Daddy, I am learning how to kill a 
man.” Son, are you a killer? Why are you learn- 
ing to kill a man made in the image of God? In 
another letter you spoke of learning how to turn 
your gun on the Japs. Son, I want to talk to you 
from the pulpit and tell you what is in my heart. 


Son, a soldier named Sgt. H. T. Lewis, telling 
of his mental thinking about war said, he really 
did not think much about why he was fighting 
for this country, but that as time passed by he 
did begin to think. And his reasoning came to this, 
“A fellow feels stronger when he discovers his 
own reasons for fighting and killing. Why? Ameri- 
ce, cannot hang on to freedom when two conti- 
nents are in chains. We are fighting for our own 
freedom. There is not enough room in this world 
for me and the guy who says he can put a saddle 
on me and ride me like a horse, tell me what 
church to go to, what books to read, and what I 
can say on the street.” Son, all this reasoning is 
good, but it is still short of the mark I have for 
you. 


For the last 900 yrs. there has been a war be- 
tween nations every 2 1-2 years. Men have been 
killers all their history. And when I read your 
letter saying you were learning to kill, I uttered 
a little prayer that you might not be a killer, 
even tho you may have to kill. Too often the 
attitude is, ““‘There’s a war on, lets get in on the 
fun.” The question, WHY? is not asked. Son, I 
don’t want you to thoughtlessly kill, I don’t want 
you to take this as a rather serious joke, but I 
want you to know, if there is a moral background 
in this war, what it is, and when you have to 
kill, to be able to kill for a just and honorable 
cause. If I had not thought this war had such a 
justification I would have fought to keep you out 
of it. Because a man’s acts are serious, because I 


want you to never do one thing but the right, I — 


am going to search for you a moral background 
for what you are learning to do. — 


Here son, are 3 things that are fundamental: 


1, “Thou shalt not kill.”” Ex. 20:13. It is God’s 
Commandment. Every man has a soul. Do not. let 
any demagog ever tell you otherwise. Every man 
will live forever. Every boy is the son of a mother 
and father. Say what propaganda will, our op- 
ponents have the image of God stamped on their 
souls. And when you kill a man, that is what you 
kill. No wonder God said, “Thou shalt not kill,” 
the image of God. The Bible says, Mt. 5:21, that 
even if we are angry with a brother without a 
cause We are in danger of the judgment. The 


Source of killing is the thing the word of God 


brings to our attention. It says hatred leads to 
taking life, and “Thou shalt not kill,’ back 
lo the heart motive, and what is in our hearts 
determines whether we are killers or defenders of 
our God-given rights. Son, I want your heart right 
in this thing above all else. Son, don’t ever kill 
4man in your heart, though you may have to de- 


fend right with your hand, and do not do even 
that man a wrong. And truly, “Thou shalt not 
kill,”” may be by you scrupulously kept though you 
have to take the man’s life. The heart motive 
is what counts. 


Another thing, we may have to kill a man, we 
should never hate him. And Son, off the battle 
field, I have seen hate-murder that is far worse 
than the killing that comes on the battlefield. 
When one has exhausted all efforts to avoid 
killing, when in his heart there is no murder aim, 
when he wants not to kill, when there is no hate 
in his soul, self-defence that has to kill is not heart 
killing and one has kept the sixth commandment. 


2. God killed. 


God is closer to a man than are we. He made 
man in His own image. The last thing God would 
want to do would be to kill one of His own crea- 
tions. Yet He killed all the men on the earth but 
Noah and his family. There is surely something 
that demands the life of a man, and God showed 
what it was. God killed on a moral basis. There is 
something that it is better that it lives than that 
some men live. It is not only not a loss that some 
men die, it is a gain and a good. And when the 
flood was over God took Noah off and gave him a 
lecture, and here it is: ‘“‘Whosoever sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed, for in the 
image of God made He man.” Gen. 9:6. God kill- 
ed and told man that it was in certain circum- 
stances necessary for man to kill. As man must 
toil to stop the growth of weeds and save the 
plants, for food, as the doctor must give injec- 
tions to prevent the outbreak of diseases, so a 
man must set up a defence against the onslaughts 
of his fellowman. Thus it was, Son, when the Is- 
raelites came out of slavery in Egypt the Ame- 
lekites stabbed them in the back. From that day 
forth God’s instruction was to kill them all. The 
Amalekites were natural murderers and hundreds 
of years after they first tried to annihilate the 
children of God, they are again found to be noth- 
ing less than murderers of men, and God. said: 
‘“‘Amalek was the first of the nations (to murder 
the Israelites) but his latter end shall perish for- 
ever. Nu. 24:20. 


This could not be spite with God, could not be 
uncontrolled temper, but it was a matter of moral 
worth. It was better to have a world without such 
men, even though to have such a world these men 
had to be killed. Son, God was a killer but do you 
not see that it was for a moral cause? And Son, 
it is far to be preferred that right live than that 
a murderer live. 


3. Thou Shalt Kill: 


Son, I do not believe we should fight any 
battle on which we cannot with a clear conscience 
call for God’s Divine alliance. And Son, it seems 
to me that your problem now is to be absolutely 
certain that what you are learning to kill for is 
and must be on a moral and spiritual basis. Son, 
knowing what I do now about certain wars that 
our country has fought in the past, and being in 
mind certain that they were wars of conquest, I 
would oppose with all my power your going to 
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fight in such a war. I do not want you to ever 
dabble with the puny idea, ““My country, right or 
wrong.” This is wrong. Your fighting to kill a 
man is not a fight for democracy, for many things 
about democracy are wrong. Your fight Son, 
should be for right, for God and God’s way. After 
all the conflict with evil is a spiritual conflict. 


Son, I hate war, and I would not for the world 
say to you now that in this war, so far as I can 
see, we are really fighting a war purely defensive 
and for God-given rights unless I were genuinely 
honest in it. Son, I want you to think of all you 
are doing and feel that your having to kill is an 
absolute necessity, that you are, just as were 
the people in olden times, under the command 
of God, and for a great moral purpose, doing the 
undesirable but necessary thing, in killing a man. 
Above all, when you come back, if you have had 
to do this terrible thing, I hope your conscience 
can be clear, that you can feel that you had God 
guiding you. If this can be God’s mind for you, 
you and our other dear boys can come back to us 
and live in the land they fought for with so much 
more of calm and satisfaction. Think what our 
land will be if our boys, with no idea why they 
killed, come back as boastful killers, and estab- 
lish homes headed by pride-filled fathers. Be 
humble my Son, be repentant. Ask God to hastily 
end this matter and come back, not one of fame 
but as one whose heart has never killed a man, 
come back:to love and sacrifice far more for your 
God than you have even for your country. | 


Finally Son, remember, you are not responsible 
for the world you. came to. We parents have 
helped make it this way, and we are sorry, and | 
hope have asked God to forgive us, but from now 
on out you are responsible for the world you make 
for your children to live in. By the grace of God 
do a better job than we have. Gil Dobbs won 7 
track records last year. He is a fine Christian 
young man. Said he, after such a record, “Running 
is just my hobby. My main business in life is 
serving the Lord Jesus, and know that only 
through prayer tonight did I break a _ world’s 
record.” Son, while our government necessarily 
carries on a campaign teaching you how to kill, 
let that be for the present just your duty as a 
Christian man, with a moral basis, but come back 
to us with your main business serving Christ, and 
know that only through prayer will you tonight 
be able to break a world’s record and gain for 
yourself the satisfactory heart knowledge that 
you have served God in this difficult capacity. In 
your heart, Son, don’t kill, don’t hate, but love, 
and then while you are doing that over there, 
we in the church here will try and carry parallel 
a campaign of love for our enemies. God bless 
you my dear Son. 

Your Pastor, 
J. Kelly Unger. 


“The Supreme Fundamental’”’ 
By Rev. Geo. H. Gilmer, D.D.* 


I believe the Bible is an authoritative revelation 


from God and a perfect guide to faith and life. 


And I believe that is the supreme fundamental. 
All differences between ‘“Fundamentalists” anc 
““Modernists” grow out of their view of the Bible. 
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The question is purely academic, but I believe the 
Bible as it came from God was without error 9: 
any kind. Since man has taken hold of it, a fey 
errors of transcription and translation have crept 
in. But by the grace of God these are little mo: 
than a “fly speck”. A great artist took a frieng 
into an art gallery and called his attention to the 
great works of art. As they came out the friend 
called the artist’s attention to a fly speck he 
saw on a great work of art. It was all he say. 
He was a man with “the fly-speck eye.” If a man 
accepts the Bible as the authoritative work of 
God, and interprets it in a plain common sense 
way, he will accept all other fundamentals. This 
is the supreme fundamental. 


No intelligent person can deny that the Bible 
presents God as existing in three persons—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. He accepts that truth 
though he does not understand it perfectly. It is 
unintelligent to refuse to accept truths you do not 
understand perfectly. In ordinary matters you ac- 
cept many such truths. 


A man lacks good sense who denies that the 
Bible teaches that Christ is the eternal Son of 
God, that “all things were made by Him,” that, 
“by Him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and in- 
visible.”’ He does not deny that the Bible teaches 
these things—He denies the Bible. He first rejects 
the supreme fundamental and then rejects other 
fundamentals taught in the Bible. Let us group 
some of the more important of these so as to 
—— this article that perhaps it may be pub- 
lished. 


No man of good sense will deny that the Bible 
teaches: The personality of the Holy Spirit who in- 
dwells the believer; the reality and personality of 
Satan, a fallen Spirit being; and above all the 
atonement made by Christ, who bore our sins on 
the Cross: the necessity of the new birth and of 
faith and repentance, resulting in good works; 
the coming again of Christ in bodily form to this 
world “with all His saints,” both to Judge and to 
restore all things spoken of by the prophets. 
The result of all this will be a “New earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness,’’ which will continue for- 
ever. I know no intelligent person who denies that 
the Bible teaches the above “fundamentals”; but 
I know several who deny these fundamentals, and 


say blandly, ‘“‘The Bible is not true.” 


They take the amazing position that God brought 
billions of intelligent beings into this world and 
then failed to give them any guide in life. 


Beware how you reject the supreme funda 
mental—Belief in the Bible. 


*Draper, Va. 


The following booklets: “Our Distinctive Pres 
byterian Emphasis,” by Rev. John R. Rich 7 
D.D.; “The Verbal Inspiration Of The Scriptures, 
by Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D.; and “The Faith 
A Soldier,” by Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.; are 
now available in booklet form, blue art covers, a 
5c each, 50c per dozen, or four dollars per hun- 
dred, postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. Stamps 
acceptable for small amounts. 
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Ship Stories Of The Bible 


By Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D.* 


Some Ships That Carried The Christ 


Eighteen times in the four Gospels it is re-— 


corded that on at least twelve different occasions 
our Lord made use of the small ships or the still 
gmaller fishing boats that in His day were num- 
erous on the Sea of Galilee. Several times He 
ysed them, anchored close to shore, as His pulpit, 
seaking from them to the crowds that thronged 


down to the water’s edge. More often He used 
them to cross the Sea of Galilee and thus to avoid 


the journey around by land. 


Some of the most interesting narratives of our 
lord’s life on earth are of these occasions when 
He and His disciples were on board ship. Our 
thught this morning will be limited to just two 
of the ships that carried the Christ—the ship our 
Lord saved from going down in a storm, and the 
ship He wanted and still wants. 


Matthew, Mark and Luke all tell about the ship 
tht but for our Lord would have been wrecked 
by one of the sudden violent storms common on 
the Sea of Galilee. In fact, there were two occa- 
sons when our Lord came to the rescue of His 
disciples in peril or difficulty on the sea. On one 
ocasion, the trouble was not a storm, but a con- 
trary wind, against which the disciples were hav- 
ing a hard time to make headway, until the Lord 
appeared, walking on the water, and the wind 
ceased as soon as He was in the ship with them. 
On the other occasion, the Lord had taken ship 
with the disciples, and was asleep when a sudden 
storm broke. 


Storm and contrary wind! Is not that com-. 


prehensive of the whole round of adverse cir- 
cumstances which you and I shall ever encounter? 
The contrary wind—rough and hard sailing, things 
going wrong, the breaks all against us, losses, dis- 
appointments, sickness, all the burdensome, dis- 
couraging troubles of life. Who has not been buf- 
feted by the contrary wind? And for many of us, 
for all of us sooner or later, the fierce storm, the 
overwhelming tempest, for which our frail craft 
and all our strength and skill are no match. 


Highly significant too that on both occasions, 
when our Lord came to the relief of the disciples 
battling the contrary wind, and when He came to 
the rescue of their storm-battered sinking ship, 
our Lord said to them almost exactly the same 
words: “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” 


‘0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt?” 


Here is the ever-needed lesson for us in the 
story of this ship that carried the Christ. Whether 
it be the contrary wind against which by the 
hardest somehow you and I manage to make head- 
Way, or whether it be the raging storm before 
which we are helpless, there is for us a Saviour 
who is master of fiercest storm and of contrary 
wind alike, who can save us from the one and 
give us strength to overcome the other. The all- 
important thing is, as He said and said again to 
8 disciples on board ship, that we have faith in 
Im, put our trust in Him. | 


There is nothing we need so much as that. How 
do people live without the Lord Jesus Christ in 
their lives as Saviour, Friend, Master, whose lov- 
ing purpose for those who put their trust in Him 
rs oo wind nor devastating storm can de- 
eat? 


A chaplain tells of an enlisted lad who had 
been getting more than his share of both wind 
and storm. He told the chaplain he had never 
before had a New Testament in his hand and had 
been in a religious service only three times in his 
life, and all three times within the month. He had 
read halfway through Matthew when, a few days 
later, he came to the chaplain again, and wanted 
to know how people could have treated the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Matthew described. He wanted to 
know why He stood for it and kept on doing the 
kind things He did. Then he finished reading Mat- 
thew and came back to ask: ‘“‘Would He be with 
me always? And how can I have Him with me 
like that?” Pointing to the last words of Mat- 
thew: “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” The chaplain showed him 
John 1:12: “As many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name.” A few words of 
explanation, a prayer together, and the lad said 
he had received the Lord Jesus Christ, did believe 
on His name as Saviour and Son of God. Some 
time later, he said to the chaplain: “Oh, sir, why 
didn’t somebody tell me about this before? I 
didn’t know anything could make such a dif- 
ference. Everything’s O.K. now that I have Him 
with me.” | 


There is nothing anyone can need as much as 
that experience of the saving power, the un- 
failing. presence, of the Lord Jesus Christ. There 
is nothing He wants so much as to give anyone 
that experience. How much He wants us to have 
it, and how we are to have it, we find in the story 
of another of the ships that carried the Christ— 
the ship He wanted and still wants. 


It was Simon Peter’s ship in the first in- 
stance. 


A year before, as he and his brother Andrew 
were busy with their nets, the Lord had called 
them to be His followers. It was not the first time 
He had touched their lives. Andrew had been sent 
to Him as the Messiah announced by John the 
Baptist, had believed that He was the Messiah, 
and had brought to Him his brother Simon. Our 
Lord had sized Simon up as the man he was, and 
had given him another name, Cephas or Peter, 
indicative of the better man he was going to be. 
But Simon had not taken that very seriously, and 
after a while, seeing that the leaders at Jeru- 
salem did not believe the Lord Jesus to be the 
Messiah, he and Andrew went back to their ship 
and their fishing business. | 


It was their business and their living depended 
on it, so after all it was the main thing. It was 
something tangible too, something familiar, some- 
thing to which they were competent. Followers of 
the Messiah—if He were the Messiah—that was 
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something else, something for which they had not 
seemed to be cut out. True, He had said that 
Simon was to be different, that He had something 
greater and better for him than catching fish. But 
Simon saw little if any sign of change, and after 
a while he went back, still Simon, to his ship and 
his old life. 


And then it happened—the thing that still hap- 
pens, that can happen here this morning to any- 
one who wants it enough, to any of us who have 
not made a go of the Christian life so far, or 
maybe have not even made a first trial of it. 


The Lord came back to Galilee from Judaea, 
and greater crowds than ever gathered to hear 
His words and see His miracles. So it happened 
that one day at the seaside where Simon was, the 
crowd was so large that our Lord came to Simon 
and asked for Simon’s little ship, though there 
was another which He might have chosen. He 
asked Simon to “thrust out a little from the 
shore,” so that He could speak to the people from 
the boat. It is significant that Luke records not a 
word of what was said to the crowd. That was of 
less concern to Luke and to us than what our 
Lord said to Simon. 


Significant too was the way Luke refers to that 
ship of Simon’s. ‘“‘He entered into one of the ships, 
which was Simon’s.”’ A volume of meaning in that 
past tense, was. Oh, but grammatically it would 
have to be the past tense! True, but unless Luke 
had more than grammatical reason, would he not 
have written, “He entered into Simon’s ship, one 


of two?” Instead, Luke wrote, “He entered into 


one of the ships, which was Simon’s.’”’ Why? Well, 
before that, if you had asked Simon, “Whose ship 
is this?” he would have answered, “It is mine.” 
But now, with the Lord in it by his own consent, 
Simon realized that in the sense in which the ship 
had been his before, it could never be his again. 
His, of course, still, but now it is his at the com- 
mand and for the use of the Lord. For now, in 
putting at the Lord’s disposal the thing that till 
then was the biggest thing in his life, the thing 
he ‘thought was the alternative to his following 
aa oe Simon had at last really surrendered 
imself, 


Beyond any doubt, when our Lord, with Simon’s 
permission, entered Simon’s ship, it was as if our 
Lord had said: “Simon, you see you have not 
gotten away from my claim upon you by leaving 
me to go back to your ship. Now I want your ship 
and your service in it and with it.” 


This becomes quite evident in what follows. 
For, having finished speaking to the crowd, our 


Lord proceeds to say something to Simon. And 


here is another significant touch. When our Lord 
asked Simon for his ship, “He prayed him,” re- 
quested as one friend of another. But now our 
Lord speaks to Simon in very different tone and 
manner: “Launch out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a draught.” 


Simon recognized the change and its meaning. | 


He understood that a higher will than his was 
now in the ship where hitherto his own will had 
been supreme. To that higher will he yielded un- 
questioning, unhesitating obedience. 


“Master,” he said, “we have toiled all the night 


and have taken nothing. Nevertheless, at tp 
word, I will let down the net.” y 


If he mentioned the failure of the night’s figh. 
ing, it was no expression of doubt, no plea to be 
excused from another fruitless effort. It was y. 
ther Simon’s characteristic way of calling atten. 
tion to the promptness of his obedience, the con. 
pleteness of his confidence. For in spite of hi 
weariness after the night’s vain work, in spite of 
the fact that the Lord’s command was contrary 
his fisherman’s experience, Simon obeyed. The 
nets were cast, were filled to the breaking point, 
so that he and Andrew had to signal for assist. 
ance, and when the haul was in, the two ships 
were loaded beyond capacity. Then Simon threw 
himself at the Lord’s feet and cried: “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” 


It is a beautiful touch that Luke, who has 0 
far written Simon, now writes Simon Peter, [n 
that moment of real surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, of confession of his sinfulness and of the 


Lord’s sovereignty, Simon had definitely and dey, 


cisively faced away from the man he was toward 


the man he was to be by the grace and power of 


his Saviour and Lord. The Lord recognized it as 


the turning-point in Simon’s life, for He said to 


him—and here for the last time, except when he 
records our Lord’s warning of the thrice-repeated 
denial, Luke writes Simon: “Fear not, from hence- 
forth thou shalt catch men.” 


So it is plain enough—what that miracle and 
our Lord’s words meant to Simon. Simon had a 
sudden revelation of the fact that only the life 
yielded to the saving power and sovereign mas- 
tery of the Lord Jesus Christ is a life secured and 
satisfying and blessed. With his life unyielded, he 
had gone back from following the Lord to plying 
his trade as fisherman. That he could make a suc- 
cess, even if he had made failure of following the 
Messiah. But now suddenly he discovered that 
with the Lord in command of his ship and of him, 
he could do all the better even at the familiar 
business of fishing. He realized that he needed the 


Lord even for the thing in which he thought he 


could get along without Him. How much more he 
needed the Lord for what he knew was impossible 
without Him! So Simon made the great decision. 
The Lord could have him now, ship and all! 


For the difference it made, read the two epistles 
Peter wrote. Simon never could have written 
them. Simon did become Peter. And did he regret 
that complete surrender, when after having let 
the Lord come into his life, he let Him have his 
ship, the biggest thing in his life, and with his 
ship himself? Listen to him as he speaks of hin- 
self as a “partaker of the glory” of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as an heir to “an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away,” meanwhile 
possessed of a “joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
all these his expressions. ~ 


Your story and mine need no more end than 
Simon’s ended at the ship, back to which in dis 
couragement we have gone after making 4 eh 
attempt to follow the Christ, or maybe from whie 
we have never yet gone in an effort to follow Him. 
The same Saviour and Lord is still supreme In 45 
Lordship, still master of wind and storm. The /é 
of trust in Him, of yieldedness to His mastery, * 
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till the blessed life, the only blessed life, the life 
gered and satisfying and overflowing in blessing 
ip others. If ours is not that kind of life, it is for 
no other reason than this: we are still refusing to 
have said of us what was said of Simon Peter: “He 
entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s.” 


For there was another ship alongside Simon’s 
that day. And here this morning, while your ship 
sone thing and mine another, yet after all there 
sre but two ships: the ship the Lord Jesus Christ 
yanted and has gotten, and the ship He wants but 
has still to get. “He saw two ships ... and he 
entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s.” 
% He will do for any one of us any moment we 
vil follow Simon’s example of trust and sur- 
ender. And if we will give Him our trust and 
grrender, that very moment we shall face away 
fom the Simon of what we are toward the Cephas 
of what our Lord wants us to be and will surely 
enable us to be. In us, as He did in the case of 
Simon Peter, He will make a glorious difference, 
n matter what contrary winds may blow, what 
furious storm may break. Then let us be sensible 
a practical as Simon was, and give the Lord 
Jesus that ship of ours which He wants, and with 
tt ourselves to be really His own. 


These lines of Joseph Addison Richards, en- 
tiled “The Master of My Boat,” say the same 
thing and say it better: 


lowned a little boat a while ago, 
And sailed a morning sea without a fear, 
And whither any breeze might fairly blow, 
I'd steer the little craft afar and near. 


Mine was the boat, and mine the air, 
And mine the sea, not mine a care— 
Mine was the boat, and mine the net, 
And mine the skill, and power to get. 


One day there passed along the silent shore, 
While I my net was casting in the sea, 

A man who spake as never man before; 
I followed Him—new life began for me. 


Mine was the boat, but His the voice, 
And His the call, yet mine the choice. 


Then came a fearful night upon the lake, 

And all my skill availed not at the helm, 
Til Him asleep I wakened, crying, ‘Take, 

Take Thou command, lest waters overwhelm!”’ 


His was the boat, and His the sea, 
And His the power o’er all and me— 
His was the boat, and His the skill, 
And His the catch, and His my will. 


> 


BOOK REVIEWS 


HEAVENLY DAYS 
By Rev. John Dykstra, D.D. 


Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


For better or worse there is a growing tendency 
— the Church to multiply days for special 
‘servances, The value of this practice is very 
enable, but if one is going to observe these 
ys, then the author of this book has shown us 
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any conservative Christian. This Old Testament 
scholar has not been intimidated by what is some- 
times called “The Assured Results of Higher 
Criticism.’’ He believes that Moses was the author 
of Genesis as well as the other books of the Pen- 
tateuch except Deuteronomy 34. He not only be- 
lieves this but is able to state the grounds for 
maintaining this position. After surveying the evi- 
dence and concluding with the assurance of the 
Mosaic authorship he writes: “Certainly such a 
conclusion is far more reasonable than that Ge- 
nesis—or for that matter the entire Pentateuch— 
is to be ascribed to another of these genial No- 
bodies of whom criticism has a large number in 
reserve as authors.’’ He rightly insists on the value 
of the New Testament support of the Mosaic au- 
thorship. He writes: “The support that the New 
Testament lends to our position is singularly strong 
and for that matter even decisive on the whole 
issue at least for him who believes in the plenary 
inspiration of the Scriptures.” He quotes the pas- 
sages that came from the lips of Christ Himself 
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how the Bible supplies the materials we need for 
such occasions. There are three sections in this 
volume. Section I deals with what he calls “High 
Days.”” Here he includes such events as Missions 
Day, Mother’s Day, Graduation Day, and Rally 
Day. Section II deals with “Holidays.”’ Under this 
section such days as New Year’s Day, Memorial 
Day, Labor Day and Thanksgiving Day are dis- 
cussed. Section III in our judgment is the best of 
all and features “Holy Days.’’ The major events 
of the Church Year are treated under this head, 
such as Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter Day, 
—— Day, Pentecost Day, and Christmas 
ay. 


There is only one minor criticism that we would 


like to register concerning this book. Sermon 
Number Nine is captioned “Birthdays of Wash- | 
ington and Lincoln.” Though the author has prac- 
tically nothing to say about either Washington or 

- Lincoln, but preaches a good sermon on John the 
Baptist, we doubt the wisdom of the Church of 
Christ calling specia] attention to the birthday of 
Abraham Lincoln, who did not think enough of 
the Church to become a member. 


The author is the minister of the Central Re- 


formed Church of Grand Rapids, Mich. The ser- 
mons in this volume were preached from his pul- 
pit. They are models of homiletical skill. They are 
Bible-centered, Christ-exalting, and written in an 
interesting style. As specimens of good preaching 
on special occasions these messages must be rated 
high. | —John R. Richardson. 


EXPOSITION OF GENESIS 
By Dr. H. C. Leupold 
Published by The Wartburg Press, Columbus, 


Ohio. Price $4.50. 


If there is a better commentary on the Book of 


Genesis than this work by Dr. Leupold we have 

not seen it. Good commentaries on the books of 

the Old Testament are too rare. There has been a 

long-standing need of a book of this nature and 

bs are — to Professor Leupold for meeting 
is need. 


Here is a volume that will delight the heart of 
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and also from the Apostles which place their seal 
upon the Mosaic authorship. He adds: “To at- 
tribute ignorance on matters involved in literary 
criticism of Christ or to inspired apostles is un- 
warranted assumption. To class Christ’s attitude 
as accommodation to prevalent opinion grows out 
of failure to apprehend the fact that Christ is ab- 
solute Truth.”’ 


The author believes that the purpose of Genesis 
is to relate how Israel was selected from among 
the nations of the world and became God’s chosen 
people. This choice was not made because of the 
merit or the excellence of Israel’s ancestors but 
wholly because of God’s unmerited and unmerit- 
able mercy. “The book may also be said to be the 
story of God’s free grace in establishing Israel for 
Himself and His people.” 


He believes that many have erred in ignoring 
the state of the purity and integrity of the He- 
brew text and in assuming that it is unreliable 
and in need of continual correction. The author 
believes such an attitude is dangerous and un- 
grounded. On this point he affirms: “But on the 
whole we have a text which is quite pure and sat- 
isfactory. It is not to be tampered with or modi- 
fied according to the unreliable Septuagint, the 
Targums, the Peshitto, or the Samaritan Penta- 
teuch ... The text is furthermore not to be modi- 
fied according to subjective principles such as 
critical theories or clever conjectures which are 
anything but scientific.” 


The author faces squarely the issue of the his- 


torical character of the record. He asks: “Have 
we history or legend in Genesis?’”’ He is not im- 
pressed with the arguments of those who believe 
this book to be legendary and is convinced that 
their arguments are arbitrary and fail to consider 
many important facts. He is persuaded that higher 
literary criticism, so called, has wrought in- 
calculable confusion in the minds of many people 
regarding this great work. We feel he is correct 
in stating: “Again and again the critical approach 
gives evidence of being guided by pure subjective 
opinion instead of by valid logical proof.’”’ We also 
subscribe to his belief that the biggest objection 
to the critical approach to this question is the 
failure to evaluate rightly the attitude of Christ 
and His apostles in reference to books like those 
of Moses. On this point he writes: “As Christ 
treats Moses, so should we. His clear words at- 
tributing them to Moses dare not be. ig- 
nored ... Critics dismiss the Saviour’s attitude 
with a shrug of the shoulder.” 


| Any open-minded reader of this monumental 

work will have a higher appreciation of the Book 
of Genesis. It is truly scholarly and yet not pe- 
dantic. There is a helpful comment on each verse 
and at the end of every chapter the author has 
given some skilful homiletical suggestions. We 
hope more books of this character will appear in 
the near future. Every evangelical Christian should 
thank God for this new satisfying exposition of 
the first book of the Bible. 

—John R. Richardson. 


INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INSPIRATION 
Dr. Harry Rimmer 


Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price, $2.50. 
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Results of Higher Criticism.” 


The theological writings of Dr. Harry Rimme, 
read as interestingly as a novel or a drama. We 
have not found a single page that could be calleq 
dry or dull. Each of his books sparkle with wit I 
and common sense. One might, be inclined to ex. J pan 
cuse him for a little dryness in dealing with the 
theological subject of the inspiration of the Scrip. 
tures but from the beginning to the end this yo. att 
ume is written in an absorbing and gripping style 


For some time the destructive critics of the Chr 
Bible have reminded us of termites. The frontis. firs 
piece of this volume is a picture of a Bible that -— 
has been actually mutilated by termites. Visiting T 
in the city of Charleston, West Virginia, the Pro 
author passed by a window of the West Virginia logi 
Exterminix Company and found there a Bible mili 
destroyed by these assidous foes who worked be. him 
tween the covers of the Book. They had tunneled Of 
and devoured on their ravages of destruction 
in such fashion that the entire book was held to. ; 


gether. Their work was so complete, however, that sist 
there was not one single page of this Bible that 7 


could be read with any profit to the reader. The 
author made a cut of this Bible and humorously 
stated that it should be labeled “The Assured [im '“! 


The first chapter states forcefully the issue of 
inspiration. A fine discussion of “who chose the 
books of the Bible?” is found in Chapter Two. Th 
The third chapter shows man’s need of revelation. 
We were especially interested in the fourth chap- 
ter which outlines the claims of the prophets. 
Here is one suggestive paragraph from this 
chapter: 


“This brings us at once to the heart of the mod- 
ern controversy, as to whether or not God did or 
could talk to men in an audible voice, a spoken 
sound that the ear of man could actually hear. 
The skepticism of the modern age says He could P 
not, but reason is not so sure! We generally I pla, 
concede that we have gotten all our powers from 
the Creator; here, then, is a strange and anomalous N 


situation. The Creator has endowed all mankind —% ™ ¢ 
with a power that He Himself does not have; jm %t 
therefore we, the creatures, are superior to the nr 
Creator! Men can speak and communicate their te 


ideas in intelligible words, but deny that the a 
God who made man can do so great a thing. What - 
sort of a god is the god of modernism and infi- aa 
delity? He is certainly not the God of Christianity, Ol 
for the Christian concept of God may be put in d 
three words: ‘God is able’.”’ Tehc 


This is followed by the claims of the apostles Tid 
and the testimony of Jesus Christ to the fact 81 
of inspiration. The closing chapter is on the ite 
“Voice of Prophecy.” For good measure the author Hm “er 
adds several helpful appendices dealing 
Christ and the Old Testament and rules and meth- 
ods for Bible study. 


Although the Quislings within the Church will 
derive no comfort from this book, it should 
strengthen the faith of every Christian who reads 
it with an open mind. It is good to see a writer 


free from “the Munich attitude” and is willing oe 
to face the issue squarely without compromising 
the historic position of the Christian Church , 
this subject. Te 


—John R. Richardson. [i ctilg 
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-- NOTES ON GENESIS 
_ By Albertus Pieters 


Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
any, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


Unbelief spares no part of the Bible from its 
ittacks. At some points, however, these are more 
ferce and frequent than at others. Genesis, like 
Yalta, is famous for the assaults it has suffered. 
Christian scholarship demonstrates that Moses’ 
frst book, like Britain’s famed island fortress, is 
more than the enemy’s equal. | ie 


The Author of Notes On Genesis is the former 
Professor of Bible and Missions at Western Theo- 
gical Seminary, Holland, Mich. His name is fa- 
niliar to readers of the Calvin Forum. Many know 
him for his little book, The Facts And Mysteries 
Of The Christian Faith. j 


His latest book is what the title implies. It con- 


sists of more than one hundred notes on Genesis, 
the greater part of which is concerned with the 
problems of the narratives from the Creation to 
the Flood. The reader will find most of the notes 
helpful. Frequently he will disagree with the au- 
thr’s conclusions. He will not be satisfied with 
the concessions Dr. Pieters makes to organic evo- 
lution. He will be disappointed with the author’s 
views of the Scriptures. He asserts: “‘The Bible is 
the Word of God in all its parts.’”’ He concedes: 
‘The ‘trustworthiness’ of the Old Testament is 
not the same as inerrancy in every detail. When it 
comes to statistics, dates, and similar matters, 
there are certainly errors in the Bible as we now 
have it.’ One could wish for a stronger view of 
inspiration. - —Adrian De Young. 


NAMES OF GOD 
By Nathan J. Stone 


Published by The Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago 10, Ill. Price $1.00. 


_ Names in the Bible mean something. A name 
in the Scriptures gives an insight into the nature 
of the person designated. This is particularly true 
in regard to the names which God has seen fit to 
give Himself. The many different names of God 
found in the Bible are given to express phases of 
His many-sided Being. Seizing upon this thought, 
Professor Stone, a Hebrew-Christian, explores 
the meaning of the terms applied to God in the 
Old Testament. He investigates the following 
hames: Elohim, Jehovah, El-Shaddai, Adonai, 


Jehovah-Jireh, Jehovah-Rophe, Jehovah - Nissi, 


Jehovah . M’Kaddesh,. Jehovah-Shalon, Jehovah- 
Tsidkenu, Jehovah-Rohi, Jehovah-Shammah. Each 
chapter ls a rich mine of exegetical study. Min- 
isters will discover material here for the enrich- 
ment of sermons and Sunday. School teachers will 
tecelve much help to vitalize their teaching. 

 —John R. Richardson. 


_.... LESSONS IN RELIGION FOR 
PART-TIME SCHOOLS 


Published by Concordia Publishing House, St. 
ouls, Mo: Manuals, 25 cents; Work Sheets, per 
set, 15 cents, 


Teachers of’ religious education who realize that 
‘tdren learn best by doing will be interested in 
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these lessons used in Lutheran Schools. There are 
sixteen units of work, one for each semester of 
grades one through eight. With each unit, which 
consists of fourteen lessons, there is a teacher’s 
manual and a set of work sheets for each child. 
Reference books are the Bible, Bible Story Book 
Hd a and Primary and Junior Hymnal by 
raeft. 


_ The work sheets are especially fine. In a set for 
first and second graders that was examined there 
are outline pictures for coloring and mounting. 
Qn some sheets are approprite pictures for the 
Bible stories studied and also pictures for the 
present-day application of the truths learned from 
the Bible stories. These sheets would be a delight 
to teachers who have had difficulty in finding 
enough appropriate handwork of interest to young 
children. 


These lessons are so planned that they will help 
children grow both spiritually and in knowledge 
of the Bible. Vacation Bible School teachers, Sun- 
day School teachers and others who plan religious 
education work for children from the ages of six 
to fourteen will do well to examine them. 

—Loraine E. Meyer. 


THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 
By The Rev. Professor John Murray 
Westminster Theological Seminary 
A splendid discussion of the great doctrine of 
God’s Sovereignty, showing its Scriptural basis - 
and expounding its implications. Published by the 
Committee on Christian Education, The Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, 728 Schaff Building, Phila- 
delphia 2, Pa. Price 10 cents. (If only one copy is 
ordered, inclose postage.) 


When Demons Rejoice 


The Devil held a great anniversary, at which 
his agents were convened to report the result of 
their several missions. “I let loose the wild beasts 
of the desert on a caravan of Christians; and 
their bones are now bleaching on the sands,”’ said 
one. “What of it?” said the Devil, “their souls are 
all saved.” 


“T drove the East Wind against a ship freighted 
with Christians, and they were all drowned,” said 
another. ‘‘What of it?’ said the Devil, “‘their souls 
were all saved.” 


“For ten years I tried to get a single Christian 


| asleep,” said a third, “and at last I succeeded, 


and left him so.”? Then the Devil shouted, and the 
night-stars sang for joy. —M. Luther. 


Church Meetings For This 
Spring And Summer 


By Rev. Charles L. King, D.D. 
Moderator of General Assembly 


In my morning mail there were three com- 
munications seeking information concerning 
church meetings this spring and summer. Several 
have inquired concerning the next meeting of the 
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